
City of Modesto
Development Review Entitlement Process

* This diagram illustrates the average processing timeline, which assumes limited environmental review and timely response by the 
applicant with required information and revised plans, if necessary.  The level of environmental review may add to the schedule.  Consult 
with planning staff on processing timelines for projects subject to a Mitigated Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report.
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Application Submitted

Planning Division Determines 
Application Completeness 

(max 30 days)

Application Complete? Revised Application Required

City Department Reviews

Department Comments/Conditions 
Mailed to Applicant

Revised Plans or Special Studies 
Required?

Application Scheduled for 
Administrative Approval or 
Approved by C&ED Director

Revised Plans Submitted

Planning Commission or Board of 
Zoning Adjustment (BZA) Action 

Required?

Administrative Action Final
After 15-Day Appeal Period
(i.e. C&ED Director Action)

Submit for Building Division Plan 
Check/Building PermitsApplication Scheduled for 

Planning Commission or BZA

Planning Commission or BZA Action
Planning Commission or BZA Action 

Final After 15-Day Appeal Period

Submit for Building Division Plan 
Check/Building Permits

City Council Action Required?

City Council Action Final

Submit for Building Division Plan 
Check/Building Permits
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