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If you’ve driven over a deep
pothole lately, you know, first-
hand, the problem s with
M odesto’s unique storm
drainage system . As storm
drains fill, water pools up on
city streets, the pavem ent
erodes and potholes are
form ed.

The m any deficiencies in
M odesto’s storm  drain sys-
tem  are longtim e issues.
W e live with decisions m ade
30-40 years ago.   Clearly,
as a com m unity we have not
invested the dollars in storm
drainage needed to provide
com m unity-wide protection
from  street flooding.

So, what’s the problem
w ith our storm  drains?
M odesto depends on two
types of system s, rockwells
and positive system s.

Rockwells are designed
to take one inch of rainwa-
ter into the ground over a
24-36 hour period.    Posi-
tive system s, which are m uch
m ore expensive to install,
take the water im m ediately
off the street and into either
storage basins that are
pum ped to canals, to rivers,
or to percolation basins.

M uch of M odesto devel-
oped prior to 1990 uses
rockwells to rem ove water

from  the streets.
W hile newly-developed

areas are required to have
positive storm  drainage
system s, we live with m ore
recent pay-as-you-go de-
velopm ent practices, which
left m any areas such as Vil-
lage I with incom plete storm
drainage system s.     Crews
work hard to pum p down
these areas during m ajor
storm s but it’s not a long-
term  solution.

The City Council m oved
to correct the deficiencies in
Village I over the next year
by paying the $5.2 m illion
dollars that will com plete
this system .

In addition to incom plete
system s, we also face chal-

lenges w ith our aging
rockwells and storm  basins.
Although, we try to m axim ize
their effectiveness.

Over the past three years,
a m ajor effort was under-
taken to revitalize our
rockwells and im prove per-
colation in our perm anent
storm  drain basins.    The
focus of these efforts is to be
proactive rather than reac-
tive.

This is a m ajor challenge
with rockwells.  W e are try-
ing hard to m ake them  work.

Unfortunately, this requires
additional resources as tim e
passes. Failure of the upcom -
ing storm  drainage fee in-
crease would result in re-
duced rockwell m aintenance.

All rockwells in the sys-
tem  (there are m ore than
10,500) are cleaned annually.
Fifteen hundred rockwells
were rejuvenated and 350
were added in key locations
over the past three years.
Perm anent storm  drain ba-
sins were cleaned and reha-
bilitated.

During the first m ajor  win-
ter storm , we saw the ben-
efits of this m aintenance
strategy.   W hile localized
flooding occurred on m any
streets, for the m ost part,
streets are reasonably free
of standing water within 24
hours of a storm .  For the
first tim e in m any years,
m any chronically flooded
streets such as Bridgeford
Lane have functioning street
drainage.

Com plaint calls during
storm s dropped from  700
per day to less than 100 per
day.  Com plaints can be
m ade by calling  577-6200.

W e have a long way to go
to achieve a state-of-the-art
storm  drain system .   Rates
for storm  draining have not in-
creased  since 1993.  Voters
will have an opportunity to
vote on rate increases in
April.

City’s storm  drain system  needs continued work
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Local 12-year old takes action to fix bike lanes

David Paladini

T H R O U G H T H E E Y E S O F O U R  S T U D E N T  R E P O R T E R

M any people can have a
voice in our governm ent. Tak-
ing action in the governm ent
can happen in a variety of
ways, m any people just
naturally think of things like
voting and going to political
rallies.

Today I am  going to tell
you about a kid from  right
here in M odesto, who took
action when he saw a prob-
lem  and his action produced
results!

Tyler Solorio is twelve
years old and has lived in

M odesto for alm ost his whole
life. He is currently going to
school at Som erset M iddle
school and is a very involved
scout with Boy Scout Troop
86.

Tyler rides his bike to
school every m orning with his
friend. They either ride down
Sylvan Avenue or Coffee
Road.  Both are busy streets.

Tyler noticed that the bike
lanes were beginning to fade
and pretty soon cars actually
started parking along the
curb of the bike lane because
drivers didn’t realize it was a
bike lane. Tyler realized the
danger of going around the
cars parked in the bike lanes

because then he would have
to go into the street. He also
knew he wasn’t allowed to
ride bikes on the sidewalk.
That was his problem .

Then one day he received
a boy scouts assignm ent to
write to a city councilm em ber
about a problem  within the
com m unity. Tyler knew ex-
actly what to write about --
bike lanes. So he sent a let-
ter to a council m em ber to
alert the city council about
the problem .

He said he really didn’t
expect any response. Little
did he know that his letter
was being forwarded to differ-
ent city departm ents within
days after it was m ailed!

Tyler sent his letter to the
City of M odesto on October
22, 2001. He got a response
letter back from  the Streets
& Traffic Operations Engineer
on Novem ber 2, 2001. He
said he was really excited
when he actually got a re-
sponse letter!

The letter he received in-
form ed him  that because he
had brought it to their atten-
tion, the lane lines would be
painted by the tim e this let-
ter got to him . The bike lane
lines were repainted on No-
vem ber 1, 2001.

So because of action
taken by a young citizen, the
bike lanes on Coffee Road
and Sylvan Avenue were re-
painted and the w ay to
school was m ade safe for the
younger generation.

Tyler’s success is a great
accom plishm ent because it
shows us all that an average
citizen can m ake a differ-
ence. As Tyler Solorio dem -
onstrates, it doesn’t m atter

Utility users refunds are
available to households
with an annual incom e of
less than $8,700.
If you have been a resi-

dent of M odesto (within
the city lim its) for the past
year, have qualified an-
nual incom e, and have
utility bills issued in your
nam e for electric, gas,
telephone and/or water
service, you m ay qualify
for a refund of up to $30
in Utility Users’ Taxes.
   Claim  form s are avail-
able in the city’s Finance
Departm ent, 1010 Tenth
Street on the second floor.
These form s m ust be
com pleted and filed with
the city by April 15, 2002.
To qualify for a refund,

you m ust be the person
whose nam e appears on
the utility bills. For m ore
inform ation about this re-
fund, contact the City of
M odesto Finance Depart-
m ent at 577-5207.

Utility users tax
refund available
for low incom e
M odesto residents

Dear Councilm em ber Friedm an,

M y nam e is Tyler Solorio.  I attend school at Som erset
M iddle School.  Every day, I ride m y bike to school.  I
have to do down Sylvan or Coffee Road.  These roads
are very busy in the m orning with people on their way
to work or school.  M y concern is for the safety of
m yself and others.  The bike lanes are faded.  Cars
stop or park in the bike lanes.  M y friend and  I have
to ride on the sidewalk a lot, as do other bike riders.
W e are not supposed to ride on the sidewalk but there
is no other place to ride safely.

W hat I would like you to do is take interest in
getting the bike lanes repainted.  M aybe they could
be painted with the fluorescent color green that is now
on the school crossing signs.  I have another idea too.
In M onterey, they have the bike lanes m arked off with
fencing like wrought iron in white.  This looks very
nice.  I know it would be expensive but would m ake
the bike lanes m uch safer especially around busy
intersections.  It would keep cars out of the bike lanes.
M aybe this could be part of a renovation project for
the city.

Could you please take the tim e to check on this
before som eone gets ran over by a car?
Sincerely,
Tyler Solorio
Boy Scout
Troop 86

what age a person is; we can
each work to change and im -
prove our com m unity.

Tyler Solorio



Thanks to a variety of pro-
gram s and the help of
M odesto residents and busi-
nesses, the City of M odesto
achieved a 61%  reduction in
the am ount of waste we
dum p in our landfills.

The report, delivered to
the City Council last m onth,
was part of the city’s report
to the state as required by
Assem bly Bill 939.

Passed in 1989, AB 939
requires all California cities
and counties to reduce dis-
posal of solid waste.  The law
m andated a 25%  reduction
by 1995, and a 50%  reduc-
tion by Decem ber 31, 2000.
The fine for not m eeting these
waste disposal reductions is
up to $10,000 a day.

The law also required cit-
ies and counties to adopt
plans showing how they
would use diversion pro-
gram s to reduce disposal.
Program s were given priority
according to the “waste m an-
agem ent hierarchy” of
Source Reduction, Recy-
cling and Com posting, Envi-
ronm entally Safe Transfor-
m ation, and finally Landfill
Disposal.

Because Transform ation,
or W aste-to-Energy, pro-
duces electricity and re-
duces the am ount of waste
that goes to the landfill, AB
939 allowed a 10%  credit for
cities and counties that use
transform ation.

W hen the City of M odesto
adopted its 939 plan, it cre-
ated specific goals and ob-
jectives, and set a schedule
for the start up of program s

that would help us get to 25%
and 50%  waste reduction.
Unlike m any cities in Califor-
nia, M odesto already had a
num ber of source reduction
and recycling program s in
place when AB 939 went into
effect.

In 1990 M odesto diverted
21.3%  of its waste.  The City
m et the 1995 goal, with a
28.8%  diversion rate, as a re-
sult of increasing public edu-
cation efforts and business
assistance program s, and in-
cluding diverted food-pro-
cessing residues.

To get to the 2000 goal of
50%  reduction, the City be-
gan im plem enting program s
targeted for 1996-2000, in-
cluding:

•a 2-can system , with
blue bag recycling;
•developm ent of the co-
com post facility, where
yard waste, pruned
refuse, and biosolids
could be turned into a
soil am endm ent;
•tire am nesty events;
•alleyway collection of
tires;

•Bulky Item  Pickup
program ; and
•enhanced Business
Outreach program .
Due to som e problem s

with the m ethod used by the
California Integrated W aste
M anagem ent Board to calcu-
late disposal reduction, and
partly with inaccuracies in
the city’s original W aste Gen-
eration Study, the W aste
Board  allowed cities to con-
duct new W aste Generation
Studies.

City staff began work on
a new waste generation
study and subm itted only a
partial report on its program s
by the Septem ber 1, 2001
deadline and requested an

extension on the deadline un-
til the study was com pleted.

Typically, 20%  of the busi-
nesses within a com m unity
will generate 80%  of the
wastes so the new Genera-
tion Study targeted govern-
m ent and institutions such as
schools, and businesses or
industries because they gen-
erate m ore waste than the
residential sector.   Two hun-
dred and sixty-five of the
City’s 11,000 businesses
were surveyed on site.  Based
on these surveys, a new
baseline for Disposal, Diver-
sion, and Generation was cal-
culated.

Using data on diversion
and disposal provided by the
haulers, the data from  the
265 businesses surveyed,
and the 10%  credit for W aste-
to-Energy, the City’s diver-
sion rate was calculated at
61%  and disposal at 39% .

The city extends a  big
THANKS to the residents and
businesses of M odesto.  The
results of this study speak
loudly to the com m itm ent you
have shown M odesto to re-
duce, reuse, recycle and
com post.

M odesto achieves m ajor reduction in waste dum ping

W e send 61%  less trash to our landfill than we did in
1989.  W hat m akes up that 61%  of diverted waste?  Here’s
the breakdown:

Residential recycling   2%
Residential com posting 10%
Non-residential source reduction   2%
Non-residential recycling 30%
Non-residential com posting   7%
W aste to Energy credit 10%

W here does our trash go?

Gilton Resource Recovery Transfer Station.



Buy one regular priced flat of flowers and get one bag of
M o-G ro M agic FREE or Buy 2 bags at regular price

and receive third bag FREE

Available at these local nurseries:

Scenic Nursery
1313 Scenic Drive

W esturf
1612 Claus Road

M UST PRESENT CO UPO N AT TIM E O F PURCHASE
LIM IT 2 FLAT - BAG S PER COUPON

O FFER EXPIRES 3/15/2002

M ark your calendars!
Earth Day in the Park Fes-
tival is com ing Saturday,
April 20 in M odesto’s be-
loved Graceada Park.  This
year’s them e : A clean today
m eans a green tom orrow.

It prom ises to be a full
day of learning, entertain-
m ent, delicious food and fun
for the whole fam ily!  Earth
Day in the Park is a wonder-
ful chance to learn about con-
servation with your kids and
play for lots of great prizes.

G ot recycled products,
arts, crafts?  Are you earth-
friendly  and conservation-
m inded?  If you have
environm entally-friendly
products or services and
w ould like to join the
Festival, please contact the
Solid W aste O ffice at 577-
5494 to request an
application.

Applications for City of
M odesto Business Recy-
cling Awards 2002 are now
available to any com m er-
cial business, organization,
or nonprofit group located
or operating within the City
of M odesto. Last year’s win-
ners included M em orial
H ospitals Association,
Am erican M edical R e-
sponse, Save M art Super-
m arkets, M odesto Junk
Com pany and G ilton Re-
source Recovery/Transfer
Facility.
Applications are avail-

able at the city’s Solid
W aste O ffice, 1010 Tenth
Street, Suite 4100, at the
M odesto Cham ber of Com -
m erce at 1114 J Street, or
by calling 577-5495.

Business
R e c y c lin g
Awards

The City of M odesto is offering free backyard
com posting classes to M odesto residents.

W ednesday Classes
M arch 6, April 24, Sept. 11, Oct. 30

M odesto Junior College • 6:30-8:30 p.m .
To register call 575-6063

BACKYARD COM POST BINS - $26.30 each
To order call the Solid W aste Office at 577-5495.

FREE BACKYARD
CO M PO STING  CLASSES

Earth Day Festival
set for April 20

Sidestep the sidew alk w hen placing
your garbage can out for collection

Please rem em ber that
garbage cans m ay not be
placed on the sidewalk at any
tim e.  

The City of M odesto M u-
nicipal Code requires that
garbage cans be placed in
the street on the asphalt next

to the curb or on the edge of
the driveway apron in areas
where alleys do not exist.  

For safety reasons it is im -
portant that our sidewalks re-
m ain clear from  obstructions.
Pedestrians, parents push-
ing strollers and handicapped
residents have the right-of-
way on sidewalks, so it is im -
portant to keep sidewalks

clear. 
Help m ake our com -
m unity a safer place
for everyone by plac-
ing your garbage
cans in the street.
Call the City of
M odesto, Solid
W aste W aste of-
fice at 577-5493
for further infor-
m ation.


