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T E R

Ciy’'s storm dran system needs contimhued work

Tyou e driven overa deep
pothok Btely, you know , fist=
hand, the problm s wih
M odesto’s unigue stom
drahage system .As stom
drais fill, waterpoolk up on
cty streets, the pavem ent
erodes and pothols are
omed.

The m any deficences 11
M odesto’s storm dmi sys-
tem are ongtim e issues.
W e lve w ih decisbnsm ade
3040 years ago. Ckarly,
asa communitywe have not
vested the dolbrs 11 stom
draihage needed o provie
com m uniy-w de protecton
from streetfboding.

So, whats the probkm
wih our stom dranns?
M odesto depends on two
types ofsystem s, rockw ells
and posiive system s.

Rockwels are desgned
o take one nnch ofmnwa-
ter nto the ground over a
2436 hourperbd. Posi
e system s,whih are m uch
more expensve to mstall,
ake the water mm ediatel
offthe stteetand nto ether
storage basins that are
pum ped to canal, to rivers,
orto percohton basis.

M uch ofM odesto devel
oped prior to 1990 uses
wckwells to rem ove water

fiom the streets.

W hike new ¥y-devebped
areas are requied to have
posiive stom drainage
system s, we lve wih mor
recent pay-as-you-go de-
vebpm entpmactces,whih
Effm anyarassuchasVi-
Bbge Iw th hcom pkte stom
drahage systems. Crews
work hard © pump down
these areas durng mapr
stom s but s not a bng-
tem soluton.

The C 1y C ouncilm oved
o conectthe defcences n
Vilbge Ioverthe nextyear
by paynhg the $52 m illon
dolhrs thatwillcompkte
this system .

T addion to hcom pkte
system s,we ako face chal-

i

lenges wih our agng
wckwels and stom basihs.
Alhough,we try tom axin ze
theireflectiveness.

O verthe pastthree years,
a mapr effort was under-
taken to revimlize our
wckwels and in prove per-
cokhtbn I our pem anent
storm dmai basins. The
ocus ofthese efforts & to be
pwactive mather than weac-
te.

Thi & amaprchalenge
wih ockwels. W e ar try-
g hard to m ake them work.

Unrunatey, ths requies
addibnalrwesources as tin e
passes.Failiwe ofthe upcom -
g stom dmhage fee n-
crease would resulk n re-
duced rockw ellm aitenance.

Al wckwels 1 the sys-
tem (there are more than
10,500) are ckaned annualy.
Fiffeen hundred rockwels
were rejivenated and 350
were added 1 key bcatons
over the past three years.
Pem anent storm dmi ba-
sniswere ckaned and r=ha-
bitated.

Durng the firstm aprw n-
ter stom , we saw the ben-
efits of this m aintenance
stategy. W hik bcalzed
fbodig occuned on m any
streets, for the m ost part,
streets are rasonabl fiee
of sandng waterw ihin 24
hours of a storm . For the
first the I m any years,
m any chronially fboded
streets such as Bridgeford
Lane have functonig sttreet
dmhage.

Compknt calls during
stom s dropped from 700
perday to Ess than 100 per
day. Complhnts can be
m ade by caling 577-6200.

W e have a bngwaytgo
to acheve a sate-oftheart
stom dman system . Rates
orstom dmihinghave noti-
creased sihce 1993. Voters
w il have an opporuniy t
vote on rate Increases N
April

Inside This
Issue

Youth takes issue
toCiyHall
Page2

C iy reduces
Bbndfillw aste
Page3

Earth Day Festival
setfor2002
Page 4




David Palhdmni

M any peopk can have a
voie h ourgovemm ent.Tak-
g acton 1 the govemm ent
can happen h a varety of
ways, many peoplk jist
natumly think ofthngs ke
vothg and goihg to poliial
mles.

Today Iam gohg o el
you about a kil fiom rght
herr 1 M odesto, who took
acton when he saw a prob-
Em and hE acton produced
resuls!

Tykr Sobrb is twelve
years od and has lved 1

M odesto oraln osthswhok
Iife .He ¥ cunently gong to
schoolat Som ersetM ddk
schooland & a very hvoled
scoutw ih Boy ScoutTroop
86.

Tykr rides his bke to
schooleverym omhgwihhi
frend . They eiherride down
SylWan Avenue or Coffee
Road. Both are busy steets.

TyErnotred thatthe bke
Bneswermr beghnig to ade
and pretty soon cars actualy
started parking albng the
cutb ofthe bke hne because
drivers didntrealze twasa
bike Bne.Tykrralwed the
dangerofgoing amund the
cars parked i the bke Bnes

because then he woul have
o go nto the stteet.He ako
knew he wasntalbwed
rtde bkes on the sidewak.
ThatwashipmobEnm .

Then one day he receied
a boy scouts assgnm entto
wrie to a cty councin em ber
abouta pbEem wihh the
community. Tykrknew ex-
actly what to wre about —
bike Bnes.Sohe senta kt-
ter to a councilm em ber to
akrt the ciy council about
the probkem .

He said he raly didnt
expectany mwesponse. Litke
dd he know thathk kter
wasbeihg wared to differ
ent ciy deparm ents w thi
days aftertwasm aied!

Tykrsenths ktterto the
C ity ofM odesto on O ctober
22,2001 .He gota response
Etterback fiom the Steets
& Taffc O permatbns Engheer
on Novem ber 2, 2001. He
sad he was raly excied
when he actualy gota m-
sponse ktter!

The kterhe receved -
om ed hin thatbecause he
had broughtitto theratten-
ton, the hne Ines woul be
painted by the tin e thi kt-
tergotto hin .The bike hne
Ihes were repaihted on No-
vem berl,2001.

So because of action
taken by a young cirzen, the
bike Bnes on Coffee Road
and Sylan Avenue wer -
panted and the way to
schoolwasm ade safe orthe
youngergenemton.

TyEY's success 8 agreat
accom plishm entbecause t
show s us allthatan avemmge
ciizen can make a differ-
ence.AsTykrSobrbdem -
onstrates, tdoesn‘tm atter

THrRoUGH THE EvYEs oF OUR STUDENT REPORTER

Locall2syearold takes action to fix bike lanes

whatage a person ¥;we can
each work to change and in -
prove ourcom m unty.

TyEr Sobrb

p g

' Steeton the second fbor.|
These form s must be
com pkted and fied wih
the cty by Aprill5,2002.

To qualfy fora refund,

you m ust be the person

“whose nam e appears on |
the uthty bills. For m ore
hfom aton aboutthis -
fund, contact the C iy of
M odesto Fhance Depart
mentat577-5207.




M odesto achieves m apr reduction m waste dum pmg

Thanks o a varety ofpro-
gram s and the help of
M odesto resients and busi
nesses, the C ity ofM odesto
acheveda 61% rmeductbn i
the amount of waste we
dum p 1 ourbndfils.

The rEpott, delvered to
the C &y Councikstm onth,
was partofthe ciy’s report
o the state as requied by
Assem bl Bill939.

Passed 11 1989,AB 939
requies allCalfomB cies
and countes to rrduce di-
posalofsoldwaste. The hw
mandated a 25% re=ductbn
by 1995,and a 50% rmduc-
ton by Decem ber31,2000.
The fhe Ornotm eethg these
waste dsposalreductons
up t© $10,000 a day.

The Bw ako rrquird ci=
s and countes to adopt
pkns showing how they
would use diversion pro-
gram s o reduce diposal
Progmam swere given prorvy
accodng o the Waste m an-
agem ent hierarchy” of
Source Reducton, Recy-
clhg and Com posthg,Envi
onm entally Safe Transor-
maton, and fnally Landfill
D Bposal

Because Transom aton,
or W aste-to-Energy, pro-
duces ekctricity and re-
duces the am ountofwaste
thatgoes to the Bndfill, AB
939albweda 10% credifor
cies and countes thatuse
tansfom aton.

W hen the C iy ofM odesto
adopted is 939 phn, tcre-
ated specific goak and ob-
Pctives, and seta scheduk
Porthe sartup ofprogram s

G iton Resource Recovery Transfer Staton.

thatwoul heb usgetto 25%
and 50% waste rducton.
Unlke m any cies 11 Calor
nBa,Modesto aleady had a
num berofsource reducton
and recyclhg progm@am s 1
pbBcewhenAB 939 wenthto
effect.

1 1990M odesto dierted
21 3% ofiswaste. TheCiy
met the 1995 goal, wih a
28 8% diermsbnmte,asare-
sutofihcrasihgpublc edu-
caton efforts and bushess
assktance progmam s,and ni-
clidng divered food-pro-
cessihg resiues.

Togetto the 2000 goalof
50% reductbn, the C 1y be-
gan In pkm enthg progm@am s
mweted ©r1996-2000, 1n-
clidihg:

®a 2-can system ,w ih

blie bag recycling;
edeve bpm entofthe co-
com postfacity, where
yar waste, pmned
refise,and bbsolds

could be tumed nto a

soilam endm ent;

etie am nesty events;

ealeyway colecton of

tres;

eBuky fem P Ikup
progmm ;and
ecnhanced Busiess
O utreach progmam .

Due to some pmobEms
w th the m ethod used by the
Calfomi htegmated W aste
M anagem entBoamw to calu-
bte disposalreducton, and
partl wih haccumces n
the ciy’sorghalW aste Gen-
ermton Study, the W aste
Board albwed cies to con-
ductnew W aste G enemton
Studes.

C iy staffbegan work on
a new waste generation
study and subm ited onlk a
parilreporton is progmm s
by the September 1, 2001
deadlne and rquested an

extensbn on the deadlhe un-
tlthe study was com pkted.

Typtraly,20% ofthebust
nesses w thn a comm uniy
will generate 80% of the
wastes so the new G enem-
ton Study mmeted govem-
m entand hstiutons such as
schoolk, and bushesses or
hdustres because they gen-
ermte mor waste than the
resienthlsector. Two hun-
dred and sixty-five of the
Ciy’s 11,000 bushesses
werm surveyed on sie. Based
on these surveys, a new
baselne forD sposal D ver
sbn,and G enemtbnwascal
cubted.

Usihg data on dversbn
and disposalproviled by the
haukrs, the data fiom the
265 bushesses suweyed,
and the 10% credifrW aste-
o-Enewy, the C1y’s dver-
sbn mte was cakubted at
61% and diposalat3os .

The ciy extends a by
THANKS to the 'stentsand
busihesses ofM odesto. The
resuls of this study speak
budy to the com m im entyou
have shown M odesto to 1=~
duce, reuse, recyck and
com post.

W e send 61%

the breakdown:

Resdentalrecycing

W here does ourtrash go?

Ess trash to our bndfill than we dd 1
1989.W hatm akesup that61% ofdiveredwaste? Her's

R esidentialcom postng
Non-esidenthalsource reducton
Non-esidentalrecyclng

N on-residentalcom postihg

W aste o Enegy credic

() w =
oJoNobd
o° o° o o oo o




|
Sidestep the sidewalk when placing

your garbage can out for collection

Pkase rem em ber that
garbage cans may not be
phcedon the stdewakatany
tne.

The C 1y ofM odesto M u-
nipal Code rrquies that
garbage cans be phced 1
the streeton the asphalnext

4,

to the cutb oron the edge of
the drivew ay apron h areas
where aleys do notexit.
Forsafetyrasons s -
porantthatoursiewaks re-
m ai ckarfiom obstmctons.
Pedestrans, parents push-
1g sttolers and handtapped
resients have the rghtof-
wayon sidewaks,so s -
porant © keep sidewaks
ckar.

\\QH el make ourcom -
—4 muniy a saferphce

y, Poreveryone by phc-

g your garbage
ycans 1 the street.
#  Call the Ciy of

/ M odesto, Sold

orurtherhor
maton.

/4 /W aste W aste of-

&Y/ fre at577-5493
’ )

Q1N f

FREE BACKYARD

COMPOSTING CLASSES

The C iy ofM odesto is offering free backyard
com posting clhsses to M odesto residents.
W ednesday Chsses

March 6,April24,Sept.11,0ct.30
M odesto JuniorCollege ¢6:30-8:30pm .
To registercall575-6063

BACKYARD COMPOSTBINS -$26 30 each
To ordercallthe Sold W aste O fiice at577-5495.

|
Earth Day Festwval

setforApril20

M ark your calendars!
Earth Day 1 the Park Fes-
twal is com ng Saturday,
Aprl 20 h Modesto’s be-
bved G rmaceada Paxk. Thi
year’s them e :A ckan today
m eans a green tom onow .

It prom kes t© be a ull
day of kamig, entertain-
m ent, delrbus food and fin
orthe whok fam ily! Earth
Day 1 the Park sa wonder-
f1lchance t© kam aboutcon-
sewatbn w ih yourkis and
phy orbts ofgreatprzes.

G ot recyckd products,
ants, crafts? Are you earth-
frendly and conservaton-
m inded? If you have
environm enta lly-friendly
products or sexwices and
would lke to jpin the
Festval pkase contactthe
Sold W aste O fice at577-
5494 to request an

applcaton.

ScenicNursery
1313 Scent Drve

Buyone regularpriced flatofflow ers and getone bag of
Mo-GroMagic FREE orBuy 2 bags atregularprice
and receive third bag FREE

MUST PRESENT COUPON ATTME OF PURCHASE
LMII 2 FLAT -BAGS PER COUPON
OFFER EXPRES 3/15/2002

Avaibblk atthese bcalnurseries:

|
Busmhess
Recycling
Awards

Applicatons for C iy of
M odesto Busiess Recy-
clhhg Awards 2002 are now
avaibbk t© any commer-
cilbushess,oganizaton,
or nonprofit goup bcated
oroperating w thn the C iy
ofM odesto.Lastyearsw h-
ners nclided Memorial
Hospials Association,
American Medical Re-
sponse, Save M art Super-
m arkets, M odesto Junk
Company and G ifton Re-
source Recovery/Tansfer
Facihty .

Applicatons are avail
able at the ciy’s Sold
W aste O ffice, 1010 Tenth
Street, Suie 4100, at the
M odesto C ham berofCom -
merxe atl1l1l14 J Steet, or
by caling 577-5495.

W estuxf
1612 Chus Road



