
City Beat is printed on 30% recycled paper.

(209) 577-5200

TDD (209) 526-9211

www.modestogov.com

CIT Y OF MODESTOAUGUST 2009

F.O.G. – FATS, OILS, AND GREASE
They’re bad for your home’s plumbing and the City’s Wastewater Collection System

Did you know?  Over the past year there have been over 100 reported blockages within the City’s          
Wastewater (sewage) Collection System due to grease.  Grease in a liquid form may not appear harmful, 
but as the liquid cools, it thickens and can form a residue on the interior of pipes.  This hardened grease can 
block a sewage line completely. A small amount of grease in your household drains and pipes can cause 
blockages in the plumbing and could potentially cause a sewage overflow in your home or yard.  

What is at stake?  Grease-related problems can cause sewage backups and overflows that are messy, costly, 
and a potential threat to you and your family’s health, and the environment.  The City of Modesto wants to 
help citizens stop the problems associated with grease before they occur.

What can you do?  Here are some ways you can help protect the environment, your plumbing, and 
Modesto’s Wastewater Collection System:

the trash for disposal.

solid material into smaller pieces and do not prevent grease from going down the drain.

dissolve grease.  

grease  to cool before placing the grease in your garbage bags and seal the plastic bags to prevent   
leakage.   



National Pollution Prevention Week (P2W) will be celebrated September 21 through the 27.  

Pollution Prevention Begins With You…

Recycle Your Used Motor Oil

There are two easy ways to recycle used motor oil: Curbside Recycling and Certified Collection Centers.  

Curbside Recycling 

     schedule your collection appointment.

     antifreeze.

Certified Collection Centers
lids.  Find the Certified Collection Center nearest to you at http://www.modestogov.com/prnd/recycling/oil.asp.  Centers 

http://www.modestogov.com/prnd/recycling/oil.asp.

Household Hazardous Waste 

All residents of Stanislaus County can recycle the following products at the Stanislaus County Household Hazardous 
Waste Facility for FREE: Antifreeze

Batteries 
Brake Fluid

Gasoline
Motor Oil & Oil Filters

Computers
Monitors
Televisions
Electronic Equipment

Keep Our Storm Drains Clean & Water Flowing

household sink or bathtub.

Remember, the city’s storm drains flow directly into our waterways and oceans.  For more information or to report        

Solvents


