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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

SAFETY AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE 
COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room. 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Monday, January 12, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

 
 
Roll Call: Present:  Chair Ricci, Vice Chair Escutia-Braaton, Committee Member Williams 

 
Absent:  None 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
 None. 

 
COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 

. 
 

 None. 
 

CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED: 
ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 1-2 (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) 
 

CONSENT 
 

Consent 
1. Consider a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Yosemite Community 

College District (YCCD) for development and use of the Classroom (Portable 101) 
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located at 1220 Fire Science Lane and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding 
Source: General Fund) 

 Motion recommending a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
Yosemite Community College District (YCCD) for development and use of the 
Classroom (Portable 101) located at 1220 Fire Science Ln., and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT; Darin Jesberg, 209-572-9590, djesberg@modestofire.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Yosemite Community College 
District (YCCD) for development and use of the Classroom (Portable 101) located 
at 1220 Fire Science Ln., and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
Consent 
2. Consider the use of proceeds, credits, or reimbursements, from the sale or recycling of 

expended brass shell casings, with any vendor providing such services, including the 
existing credit of $16,990 with Miwall Corporation, Grass Valley, CA,, to be applied 
toward the purchase of new ammunition for the Modesto Police Department, and 
forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion recommending the use of proceeds, credits, or reimbursements, from 
the sale or recycling of expended brass shell casings, with any vendor providing 
such services, including the existing credit of $16,990 with Miwall Corporation, 
Grass Valley, CA, to be applied toward the purchase of new ammunition for the 
Modesto Police Department, and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT; Jessica Nicholson, 209-572-9500, 
nicholsonje@modestopd.com   

 
ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending the use of 
proceeds, credits, or reimbursements, from the sale or recycling of expended brass 
shell casings, with any vendor providing such services, including the existing credit 
of $16,990 with Miwall Corporation, Grass Valley, CA, to be applied toward the 
purchase of new ammunition for the Modesto Police Department, and forwarding 
to Council for approval. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 This meeting adjourned at 4:01 p.m. 

 
 

Attest:                                           ______ 
Dana Sanchez, Assistant City Clerk
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Chambers, Basement Level 

Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 
Modesto, California 

Tuesday, January 13, 2026 at 5:30 PM 
 

Special City Council – Closed Session Meeting _4:15 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present:  Councilmembers Alvarez (Arrived at 4:17 p.m.), *Bavaro,   
                                        Escutia-Braaton, Ricci,Williams, Wright (Arrived at 4:25 p.m.),   
                                        Mayor Zwahlen  
 
* Councilmember Bavaro attended remotely via Zoom pursuant to a     
   Senate Bill 707 ADA accommodation, California Government Code  
  §54953(c). 
 
Absent:    None 
 
Regular City Council Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present:  Councilmembers Alvarez, *Bavaro,  Escutia-Braaton, Ricci, Williams,  
                                        Wright, Mayor  Zwahlen 
 
* Councilmember Bavaro attended remotely via Zoom pursuant to a  Senate Bill 707 ADA 
accommodation, California Government Code  
§54953(c), and disclosed that his wife was present at his location. 
 
                         Absent:   None 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 

Invocation: Mike Gunnarson 
 

City Clerk’s Announcements: None. 
 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest: None. 
 

Reports from Closed Session: No reportable action. 
 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

1. Consider approving the appointment of Steven Zagaris to the Citizens’ Salary Setting 
Commission to serve a partial unexpired term expiring on December 31, 2026. 
(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
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Staff Recommendation: 
 Resolution appointing Steven Zagaris to serve a partial unexpired term with an 

expiration of December 31, 2026 to serve on the Citizens’ Salary Setting 
Commission. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Williams; 7/0) Resolution 2026-001 appointing Steven Zagaris to 
serve a partial unexpired term with an expiration of December 31, 2026 to serve on the 
Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission. 

 
2. Consider approving the reappointment of Marshall Riddle with a term expiring 

December 31, 2029, and the appointment of Odle Towe with a term expiring December 
31, 2029, to the City of Modesto Board of Zoning Adjustment. (Funding Source: Not 
Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution reappointing Marshall Riddle to the City of Modesto Board of 
Zoning Adjustment with a term expiring December 31, 2029.  

 Resolution appointing Odle Towe to the City of Modesto Board of Zoning 
Adjustment with a term expiring December 31, 2029. 

 CED; Jessica Hill, 209-577-5267, jhill@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-002 reappointing Marshall 
Riddle to the City of Modesto Board of Zoning Adjustment with a term expiring 
December 31, 2029. 

 
ACTION: (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-003 appointing Odle Towe to 
the City of Modesto Board of Zoning Adjustment with a term expiring December 31, 
2029. 

 
3. Consider approving the reappointment of Mark Farrish to the City of Modesto 

Landmark Preservation Commission with a term expiring December 31, 2029. 
(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution reappointing Mark Farrish to the City of Modesto Landmark 
Preservation Commission with a term expiring December 31, 2029. 

 CED; Jessica Hill, 209-577-5267, jhill@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Alvarez/Ricci; 7/0) Resolution 2026-004 reappointing Mark Farrish to the 
City of Modesto Landmark Preservation Commission with a term expiring December 
31, 2029. 

 
4. Consider approving the reappointment of Craig Lewis to the StanCOG Measure L 

Citizens’ Oversight Committee to represent the City of Modesto for a three-year term. 
(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 
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 Resolution approving the reappointment of Craig Lewis to the StanCOG 
Measure L Citizens’ Oversight Committee to represent the City of Modesto for 
a three-year term. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Toby Wells, 209-571-5542, twells@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-005 approving the 
reappointment of Craig Lewis to the StanCOG Measure L Citizens’ Oversight 
Committee to represent the City of Modesto for a three-year term. 

 
5. Consider approving the appointment of Carolyn Neumann to the Measure L Citizen’s 

Transportation Sales Tax Commission for a four-year term from July 1, 2025 to June 
30, 2029. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution approving the appointment of Carolyn Neumann to the Measure L 
Citizen’s Transportation Sales Tax Commission for a four-year term from July 
1, 2025 to June 30, 2029. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Toby Wells, 209-571-5542, twells@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Williams; 7/0) Resolution 2026-006 approving the 
appointment of Carolyn Neumann to the Measure L Citizen’s Transportation Sales Tax 
Commission for a four-year term from July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2029. 

 
6. Consider approving the appointments of Shannon Stevens, Dominique Johnson, and 

Sandra Hilton Kaepp for a term expiration of December 31, 2029, on the City of 
Modesto Culture Commission. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution approving the appointments of Shannon Stevens, Dominique 
Johnson, and Sandra Hilton Kaepp for a term expiration of December 31, 2029, 
on the City of Modesto Culture Commission. 

 PRN; Valerie Garcia, 209-571-5576, vagarcia@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-007 approving the appointments 
of Shannon Stevens, Dominique Johnson, and Sandra Hilton Kaepp for a term 
expiration of December 31, 2029, on the City of Modesto Culture Commission. 

 
7. Consider approving the appointments of Priscilla Castillo-Amador as a Youth 

Member-At-Large for a term expiration of December 31, 2026, Ricardo Navarro as a 
Member-At-Large for a term expiration of December 31, 2029, and the reappointment 
of Karen Burch as a Dryden Women’s Golf Club Representative for a term expiration 
of December 31, 2029, on the City of Modesto Golf Courses Advisory Committee. 
(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution approving the appointments of Priscilla Castillo-Amador as a Youth 
Member-At-Large for a term expiration of December 31, 2026, Ricardo 
Navarro as a Member-At-Large for a term expiration of December 31, 2029, 
and the reappointment of Karen Burch as a Dryden Women’s Golf Club 
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Representative for a term expiration of December 31, 2029, on the City of 
Modesto Golf Courses Advisory Committee. 

 PRN; Valerie Garcia, 209-571-5576, vagarcia@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Zwahlen/Williams; 7/0) Resolution 2026-008 approving the 
appointments of Priscilla Castillo-Amador as a Youth Member-At-Large for a term 
expiration of December 31, 2026, Ricardo Navarro as a Member-At-Large for a term 
expiration of December 31, 2029, and the reappointment of Karen Burch as a Dryden 
Women’s Golf Club Representative for a term expiration of December 31, 2029, on the 
City of Modesto Golf Courses Advisory Committee. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
 Milt Trieweiler opposed outward expansion and urged the City to focus on higher-

density infill development within existing boundaries. He stated this approach would 
better use existing infrastructure and avoid repeating past planning outcomes. 

 
 Martha Kelly, representing the Stanislaus Sustainable Communities Coalition, 

requested an extension of the public comment period, citing limited opportunities for 
participation during December and January. She stated that additional time would 
support compliance with state requirements to reduce pollution and improve civic 
engagement, particularly for communities most impacted by environmental health 
issues. 

 
 Edgar Garibay, speaking on behalf of Valley Improvement Projects and the Stanislaus 

Sustainable Communities Coalition, requested an extension of the public comment 
period for the General Plan land use scenarios. He raised concerns about outward 
growth and urged the City to prioritize reinvestment in existing neighborhoods, protect 
farmland, and support healthier and more equitable planning outcomes. 

 
 Danielle Morgart, representing Assemblyman Juan Alanis, provided a legislative 

update noting the Legislature’s return to session. She highlighted two bills scheduled 
for hearings: AB 767, addressing the placement of sexually violent predators near 
schools and daycares, and AB 333, which updates recycling payment systems to reduce 
glass waste and support local recycling jobs. 

 
 Lucas addressed several issues, including concerns about the effectiveness of the 

ZeroEyes system with existing city cameras and suggested piloting it at local schools. 
He also proposed using noise-detection cameras to address vehicle noise pollution and 
asked for general information regarding the construction timeline at the Coffee and 
Sylvan intersection. 

 
 Carolyn Neumann encouraged residents to apply for the Stanislaus County Civil Grand 

Jury, noting it is a one-year commitment beginning July 1 with an average time 
requirement of about 20 hours per month. She directed interested individuals to the 
Stanislaus County Superior Court website for application details and interviews. 



01/13/2026 City Council 
 

7 
Tuesday, January 13, 2026 

 

 
 Sebastian Jones spoke about his long-standing advocacy related to honoring Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr., including renaming a park and proposing changes to how Dr. King is 
recognized on City facilities. He requested the City’s support in collaborating on 
statues honoring Dr. King and Cesar Chavez and exploring funding opportunities to 
advance those efforts. 

 
 Jerry Thompson provided an update on the lowrider police car project, noting it is 

being restored by Modesto Junior College automotive students, who will earn course 
credit while gaining hands-on experience. They also shared updates on renovations at 
the Graffiti Museum, including a new radio studio and upcoming activities during 
Graffiti Week. 

 
 Juan Telles thanked City staff for their public engagement efforts on the General Plan 

but expressed concern that the comment period during the holidays limited meaningful 
participation. He requested more time for community input and stated a preference for 
higher-density growth over outward sprawl, suggesting a hybrid approach to the 
proposed plans. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED 

ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 8-20 (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) 
 

CONSENT 
 

Consent 
8. Consider approving the minutes for the December 9, 2025 Council Meeting. (Funding 

Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion approving the minutes for the December 9, 2025 Council Meeting. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Motion approving the minutes for the December 9, 
2025 Council Meeting. 

 
Consent 
9. Consider approving the Plans and Specifications for the 2026 Sport Court Lighting 

Project at Downey Community Park, East La Loma Park, and Roosevelt Park, 
accepting the Bid and Awarding a Construction Contract to Bockmon & Woody 
Electric Co., Inc. of Stockton, CA, in the amount not to exceed $ 327,828. (Funding 
Source: Measure H) 

 Resolution approving the Plans and Specifications for the 2026 Sport Court 
Lighting Project, accepting the Bid and Awarding a Construction Contract to 
Bockmon & Woody Electric Co, of Stockton, CA, in the amount of $292,703, 
authorizing $35,125, for contingency (if needed), for a total payment amount 
not to exceed $327,828, and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to 
execute the Agreement. 
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 Resolution amending the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Non-Capital Improvement 
Program budget to fund Project #101672 (25-26 Park Maint – Measure H) and 
Project #101602 (24/25 Preventative Maintenance – Measure H) in an amount 
not to exceed $100,879, in transfers, revenue, and to budget expenditures to 
fund the project, and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to 
implement the provisions of this resolution. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Nathan Houx, 209-571-5526, nhoux@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-009 approving the Plans and 
Specifications for the 2026 Sport Court Lighting Project, accepting the Bid and 
Awarding a Construction Contract to Bockmon & Woody Electric Co, of Stockton, 
CA, in the amount of $292,703, authorizing $35,125, for contingency (if needed), for a 
total payment amount not to exceed $327,828, and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 
ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-010 amending the Fiscal Year 
2025-26 Non-Capital Improvement Program budget to fund Project #101672 (25-26 
Park Maint – Measure H) and Project #101602 (24/25 Preventative Maintenance – 
Measure H) in an amount not to exceed $100,879, in transfers, revenue, and to budget 
expenditures to fund the project, and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to 
implement the provisions of this resolution. 

 
Consent 
10. Consider approving a Second Amendment to the Agreement with Callander Associates 

Landscape Architecture, Inc. for additional tasks related to Construction 
Documentation and Bidding and Construction Support for the Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Park Renovation Project, for a new total amount not to exceed $874,419. (Funding 
Source: Various Fund) 

 Resolution approving a Second Amendment to the Agreement with Callander 
Associates Landscape Architecture, Inc. for additional tasks related to 
Construction Documentation and Bidding and Construction Support for the Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Park Renovation Project, increasing the Agreement 
amount by $90,000 to a new total amount not to exceed $794,927, plus $79,492 
in additional services, if needed, for a total amount not to exceed $874,419, and 
authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the Amendment. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Nathan Houx, 209-571-5526, nhoux@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-011 approving a Second 
Amendment to the Agreement with Callander Associates Landscape Architecture, Inc. 
for additional tasks related to Construction Documentation and Bidding and 
Construction Support for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Park Renovation Project, 
increasing the Agreement amount by $90,000 to a new total amount not to exceed 
$794,927, plus $79,492 in additional services, if needed, for a total amount not to 
exceed $874,419, and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the 
Amendment. 
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Consent 
11. Consider accepting the Downtown Signal Coordination G Street and H Street, CML 

5059(261) Project as complete, releasing securities, releasing payments totaling 
$1,307,037 to Bear Electrical Solutions, LLC., of Alviso, CA, and authorizing the City 
Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. (Funding Source: Congestion Mitigation and Air 
Quality and Measure L Funds) 

 Resolution accepting Downtown Signal Coordination G Street and H Street, 
CML 5059(261) Project as complete, releasing securities, releasing payments 
totaling $1,307,037 to Bear Electrical Solutions, LLC., of Alviso, CA, and 
authorizing the City Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Peter Kambel, 209-577-5444, pkambel@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-012 accepting Downtown Signal 
Coordination G Street and H Street, CML 5059(261) Project as complete, releasing 
securities, releasing payments totaling $1,307,037 to Bear Electrical Solutions, LLC., 
of Alviso, CA, and authorizing the City Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. 

 
Consent 
12. Consider accepting the Paradise Road Area Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 

Improvements Project, ATPL-5059(233) as complete, releasing securities, releasing 
payments totaling $9,108,764 to George Reed, Inc. of Modesto, CA, and authorizing 
the City Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. (Funding Source: Active Transportation 
Program (ATP) and Local Measure L Funds) 

 Resolution accepting Paradise Road Area Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety 
Improvements Project, ATPL-5059(233) as complete, releasing securities, 
releasing payments totaling $9,108,764 to George Reed, Inc. of Modesto, CA, 
and authorizing the City Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Peter Kambel, 209-577-5444, pkambel@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-013 accepting Paradise Road Area 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Improvements Project, ATPL-5059(233) as complete, 
releasing securities, releasing payments totaling $9,108,764 to George Reed, Inc. of 
Modesto, CA, and authorizing the City Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. 

 
Consent 
13. Consider approving First Amendments with Bay City Electric Works of Livermore, 

CA, and PowerGen, Inc., of Tracy, CA for Generator Repair and Preventative 
Maintenance Services increasing the combined Agreement amounts by $1,070,064. 
(Funding Source: Various Funds) 

 Resolution approving the First Amendments with Bay City Electric Works and 
PowerGen, Inc for Generator Repair and Preventative Maintenance Services 
increasing the combined Agreement amounts by $1,070,064 to a new total 
combined amount not to exceed $2,284,864 over five years for both 
agreements; and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee to execute the 
Amendments; and authorizing the Director of Finance or her designee to adjust 
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agreement totals between vendors based on contractor’s availability and 
department’s needs, ensuring the combined total amount does not change. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Dianne Love, 209-571-5164, dlove@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-014 approving the First 
Amendments with Bay City Electric Works and PowerGen, Inc for Generator Repair 
and Preventative Maintenance Services increasing the combined Agreement amounts 
by $1,070,064 to a new total combined amount not to exceed $2,284,864 over five 
years for both agreements; and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee to 
execute the Amendments; and authorizing the Director of Finance or her designee to 
adjust agreement totals between vendors based on contractor’s availability and 
department’s needs, ensuring the combined total amount does not change. 

 
Consent 
14. Consider approving an Agreement with GovernmentJobs.com, Inc., El Segundo, CA, 

doing business as NEOGOV, for an electronic recruitment, performance management, 
onboard, learn platform, and eForms modules with Single Sign-on service for a total 
amount not to exceed $558,393 over three years. (Funding Source: Various Funds) 

 Resolution approving the Sole Source Agreement with GovernmentJobs.com, 
Inc., El Segundo, CA, doing business as NEOGOV, for an electronic 
recruitment, performance management, onboard, learn platform and eForms 
modules with Single Sign-on service for a three-year agreement, for a total 
amount not to exceed $558,393 and authorizing the City Manager or his 
designee to execute this Agreement. 

 HUMAN RESOURCES; Christina Alger, 209-571-5126, calger@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-015 approving the Sole Source 
Agreement with GovernmentJobs.com, Inc., El Segundo, CA, doing business as 
NEOGOV, for an electronic recruitment, performance management, onboard, learn 
platform and eForms modules with Single Sign-on service for a three-year agreement, 
for a total amount not to exceed $558,393 and authorizing the City Manager or his 
designee to execute this Agreement. 

 
Consent 
15. Consider an Agreement with York Orthopedic Recovery, Modesto, California, for 

Employee Wellness Program to provide athletic training, injury-prevention support, 
and therapeutic recovery services for a total amount not to exceed $390,453 over three 
years. (Funding Source: Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Fund) 

 Resolution approving an Agreement with York Orthopedic Recovery, Modesto, 
California, for Employee Wellness Program to provide athletic training, injury-
prevention support, and therapeutic recovery services for a three year 
Agreement, for an estimated annual amount of $130,151, and a total amount not 
to exceed $390,453 over three years; and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee to execute the Agreement. 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT; Christopher Adams, 209-572-9500, 
adamsc@modestopd.com   
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ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-016 approving an Agreement with 
York Orthopedic Recovery, Modesto, California, for Employee Wellness Program to 
provide athletic training, injury-prevention support, and therapeutic recovery services 
for a three year Agreement, for an estimated annual amount of $130,151, and a total 
amount not to exceed $390,453 over three years; and authorizing the City Manager, or 
his designee to execute the Agreement. 

 
Consent 
16. Consider approving a Purchasing Agreement with Adamson Police Products, Los 

Alamitos, CA, for Ballistic Vests for a total amount not to exceed $884,635 over five 
years. (Funding Source: General Fund, Measure H) 

 Resolution approving the Agreement with Adamson Police Products, of Los 
Alamitos, CA, a distributor for Safariland, LLC by utilizing the Competitive 
Bid Process with  State of Colorado in collaboration with NASPO Value Point, 
for Ballistic Vests, for a two-year Agreement with three one-year extension 
options, for an annual estimated amount $176,927, and a total amount not to 
exceed $884,635 over five years; and authorizing the Director of Finance, or 
her designee to execute the Agreement. 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT; Jessica Nicholson, 209-572-9500, 
nicholsonje@modestopd.com   

 
ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-017 approving the Agreement 
with Adamson Police Products, of Los Alamitos, CA, a distributor for Safariland, LLC 
by utilizing the Competitive Bid Process with  State of Colorado in collaboration with 
NASPO Value Point, for Ballistic Vests, for a two-year Agreement with three one-year 
extension options, for an annual estimated amount $176,927, and a total amount not to 
exceed $884,635 over five years; and authorizing the Director of Finance, or her 
designee to execute the Agreement. 

 
Consent 
17. Consider approving the Draft Groundwater Use Management Program and Draft Well 

Mitigation Plan as part of the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers Groundwater Basin 
Association Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s 2027 Groundwater Sustainability 
Plan Update. (Funding Source: Water Fund) 

 Resolution approving the Draft Groundwater Use and Management Program 
and Draft Well Mitigation Plan as part of the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers 
Groundwater Basin Association Groundwater Sustainability Agency’s 2027 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update. 

 UTILITIES; Timothy Barahona, 209-577-5485, tbarahona@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-018 approving the Draft 
Groundwater Use and Management Program and Draft Well Mitigation Plan as part of 
the Stanislaus and Tuolumne Rivers Groundwater Basin Association Groundwater 
Sustainability Agency’s 2027 Groundwater Sustainability Plan Update. 
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Consent 
18. Consider approving an Amended and Restated Memorandum of Understanding with 

Stanislaus County for the South Modesto Area Strengthen and Replace Water Mains 
Project in an amount not to exceed $15,869,000 and rescinding Resolution No. 2024-
120. (Funding Source: Water Fund) 

 Resolution approving an Amended and Restated Memorandum of 
Understanding with Stanislaus County for the South Modesto Area Strengthen 
and Replace Water Mains Project, in an amount not to exceed $15,869,000, 
rescinding Resolution No. 2024-120, and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 Resolution amending the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Capital Improvement Program 
Budget in the amount of $3,019,000 to be transferred into the Project from 
Water Fund Reserves to fund the South Modesto Area Strengthen and Replace 
Water Mains Project and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to 
implement the provisions of the Resolution. 

 UTILITIES; David Felix, 209-577-5488, dfelix@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-019 approving an Amended and 
Restated Memorandum of Understanding with Stanislaus County for the South 
Modesto Area Strengthen and Replace Water Mains Project, in an amount not to 
exceed $15,869,000, rescinding Resolution No. 2024-120, and authorizing the City 
Manager, or his designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 
ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-020 amending the Fiscal Year 
2025-26 Capital Improvement Program Budget in the amount of $3,019,000 to be 
transferred into the Project from Water Fund Reserves to fund the South Modesto Area 
Strengthen and Replace Water Mains Project and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to implement the provisions of the Resolution. 

 
Consent 
19. Consider approving the First Amendment with HB Restoration Inc., Rio Linda, CA, for 

the Painting of Water Wells and Tank Sites increasing the Agreement amount by 
$868,453 for a new total amount of $1,537,529. (Funding Source: Sewer Operations 
Funds) 

 Resolution approving the First Amendment with HB Restoration Inc., Rio 
Linda for the Painting of Water Wells and Tank Sites, increasing the 
Agreement amount by $868,453 for a new estimated annual amount of 
$326,000, and a new total amount of $1,537,529 through the term of the 
agreement and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the 
Amendment. 

 UTILITIES; Jeff Daniels, 209-577-6255, jdaniels@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-021 approving the First 
Amendment with HB Restoration Inc., Rio Linda for the Painting of Water Wells and 
Tank Sites, increasing the Agreement amount by $868,453 for a new estimated annual 
amount of $326,000, and a new total amount of $1,537,529 through the term of the 
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agreement and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the 
Amendment. 

 
Consent 
20. Consider approving a Second Amendment to the Agreement with West Yost 

Associates, Inc., of Sacramento, CA, for Design Services for Del Rio Replacement 
Well 271, increasing the Agreement amount by $395,900. (Funding Source: Water 
Fund) 

 Resolution approving a Second Amendment to the Agreement with West Yost 
Associates, Inc., of Sacramento, CA, for Design Services for Del Rio 
Replacement Well 271, increasing the Agreement amount by $395,900, for a 
new total amount not to exceed $1,294,290 and authorizing the City Manager, 
or his designee, to execute the Amendment. 

 Resolution amending the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Capital Improvement Program 
Budget in the amount of $395,900 to be transferred into the Project from Water 
Fund Reserves to fund the Del Rio Replacement Well Project and authorizing 
the City Manager, or his designee, to implement the provisions of the 
Resolution. 

 UTILITIES; Edgar Vargas, 209-577-5424, evargas@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-022 approving a Second 
Amendment to the Agreement with West Yost Associates, Inc., of Sacramento, CA, for 
Design Services for Del Rio Replacement Well 271, increasing the Agreement amount 
by $395,900, for a new total amount not to exceed $1,294,290 and authorizing the City 
Manager, or his designee, to execute the Amendment. 

 
ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-023 amending the Fiscal Year 
2025-26 Capital Improvement Program Budget in the amount of $395,900 to be 
transferred into the Project from Water Fund Reserves to fund the Del Rio 
Replacement Well Project and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to 
implement the provisions of the Resolution. 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
 Councilmember Escutia-Braaton highlighted that this week is Human Trafficking 

Prevention Week and urged the community to remain vigilant, report suspicious 
activity, and treat all individuals with dignity and safety. She also recapped 2025 
accomplishments in Modesto, including zero homicides, new affordable housing and 
shelter projects, approval of a USL soccer stadium, and the finalization of the Strategic 
Plan, emphasizing continued focus on public safety, housing, and sustainable economic 
growth in 2026. 

 
 Vice-Mayor Williams wished everyone a Happy New Year and recognized recent local 

awards, including the Excellence in Public Safety award to Chief Gillespie and the 
American Legion Post 74 Citizen of the Year and Community Hero awards. He also 
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highlighted upcoming Martin Luther King Day events, including a luncheon hosted by 
the King-Kennedy Board and a program at Christian Love Baptist Church. 

 
 Councilmember Wright thanked the police department for their efforts in maintaining 

public safety and noted the city’s interest in high-density housing. He explained that 
the main challenge is attracting developers for affordable high-rise projects and 
highlighted upcoming projects, including a five-story apartment complex on Seventh 
Street. 

 
 Councilmember Ricci expressed concerns about Stanislaus Animal Services, citing 

ineffective programs, poor customer service, and budget issues, and urged community 
members to attend the strategic planning meeting on Thursday, January 15. He also 
highlighted excitement for the upcoming Modesto Roadsters baseball season and 
praised the Parks Department for ongoing lighting upgrades and upcoming projects at 
several local parks. 

 
 Councilmember Alvarez highlighted the City’s 2025 accomplishments, including a 

historic reduction in violent crime with zero homicides, infrastructure improvements 
funded through Measure L, and housing and homelessness initiatives. He emphasized 
the importance of continuing these efforts in 2026 with transparency, fiscal 
responsibility, and a focus on outcomes that positively impact residents’ daily lives. 

 
 Mayor Zwahlen recapped several community events from December and early January, 

including the Modesto Garden Club table viewing, a City Hall caroling event, the 
General Plan meeting at Harvest Hall, and the McHenry Mansion Candlelight Tour. 
She highlighted the Modesto Roadsters baseball team announcement, community 
service at the Modesto Gospel Mission, the launch of Hope Works, and the ribbon-
cutting for American Family Care Urgent Care, emphasizing that public engagement 
leads to meaningful action in the city. 

 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
None. 

 
MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 

 
       None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

This meeting adjourned at 6:31 p.m. 
 
 

Attest:____________________________ 
            Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk



01/20/2026 Special City Council 
 

15 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 

 

  

MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

 SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
City Council Workshop Regarding Team Building, 

Strategic Plan Goals and Budget Priorities for Fiscal Year 26/27 
Arbor Room, Modesto Centre Plaza,  

1001 K Street 
Modesto, California 

Tuesday, January 20, 2026 at 8:30 AM 
 
 
Roll Call:         Present:  Councilmembers Alvarez, Bavaro, Escutia-Braaton, Ricci, Williams,  
                                        Wright, Mayor Zwahlen 
                         Absent:   None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 Dean Richardson encouraged continued investment in the Forestry Division to support 
Modesto’s Tree City USA designation and City beautification goals. He also urged the 
City Council to advance improvements to the Tuolumne River Regional Park and 
approve related budget recommendations. 

 
 Tom Myers advocated for allocating Measure H and other funds to improve the 

Tuolumne River Regional Park, citing an approved five-year plan and long-standing 
funding needs. He emphasized that continued upgrades would increase accessibility, 
awareness, and recreational use, helping connect surrounding neighborhoods and 
strengthen the park’s role as a City asset. 

 
 Mohamed Rashid raised a safety concern regarding uneven sidewalks in downtown 

Modesto, specifically near 11th and I Street, after experiencing a fall. 
 

 Hilary Moak encouraged the City Council to invest in the Tuolumne River Regional 
Park as a way to support neighborhood pride, downtown revitalization, and economic 
development goals. She highlighted the park’s ecological value, recreational 
opportunities, and potential to serve as a regional destination supported by Measure H 
funding. 

 
 Milt Trierweiler urged the City Council to make long-term, responsible land-use 

decisions that protect agricultural land and natural resources for future generations. 
They opposed proposed sprawl and recommended focusing growth on infill and 
redevelopment within existing urban areas rather than expanding outward. 

 
 Chris Guptill described extensive volunteer involvement and advisory work supporting 

the Tuolumne River Regional Park and emphasized that volunteer efforts have reached 



01/20/2026 Special City Council 
 

16 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026 

 

their limits. They urged the City Council to support proposed investments to improve 
access, parking, and maintenance, noting that data and community input support 
making the park a true regional destination. 

 
 Juan Telles urged investment in the Tuolumne River Regional Park due to its 

connection to underserved neighborhoods. He also recommended expanding citywide 
tree canopy goals, particularly in West and South Modesto, to improve climate 
resilience, air quality, and public health. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
Break Recess 9:34 A.M. Resumed 9:45 A.M. 
Break Recess 10:08 A.M. Resumed 10:16 A.M. 
Lunch Recess 11:32 A.M. Resumed 12:03 P.M. 
 

1. City Council Workshop Regarding Team Building, Strategic Plan Goals and Budget 
Priorities for Fiscal Year 26/27. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 City Council Workshop Regarding Team Building, Strategic Plan Goals and 
Budget Priorities for Fiscal Year 26/27. 

 CITY COUNCIL; Sue Zwahlen, 209-571-5597, szwahlen@modestogov.com   
Vice Mayor Williams recused during the Soccer Stadium discussion, leaving at 9:45 am and 
returning at 10:32 am. 

 
ACTION: No reportable action. 

 
MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 

 
None. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
This meeting adjourned at 12:29 P.M. 

 
Attest:____________________________ 

            Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

  SPECIAL AUDIT COMMITTEE 
COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

  
Roll Call: Present: Chair Zwahlen, Vice-Chair Escutia-Braaton, Committee Member Wright, 

   Public Member Orosco, Public Member Garcia 
 

Absent: None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
None.  
 

COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 
None.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Consider accepting the FY25-26 Internal Audit Status Report dated December 30, 

2025. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion to receive and file the Internal Audit Status Report dated December 30, 

2025. 
 CITY AUDITOR; Colleen Rozillis, 206-302-6795, crozillis@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Garcia/Wright; 5/0) Motion to receive and file the Internal Audit 
Status Report dated December 30, 2025. 

 
2. Consider accepting the Audit Finding Validation Report dated December 22, 2025. 

(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion to receive and file the quarterly Audit Findings Validation Report. 

 CITY AUDITOR; Colleen Rozillis, 206-302-6795, crozillis@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Escutia-Braaton; 5/0) Motion to receive and file the quarterly 
Audit Findings Validation Report. 

 
3. Consider approving the Enterprise Risk Assessment Report dated January 5, 2026. 

(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion to approve the Enterprise Risk Assessment Report and forward to 

Council for acceptance. 
 CITY AUDITOR; Colleen Rozillis, 206-302-6795, crozillis@modestogov.com   
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ACTION: (Wright/Garcia; 5/0) Motion to accept the Enterprise Risk Assessment 
Report and forward to Council for acceptance. 

 
4. Consider accepting the “Final Report – City of Modesto, Project Compliance Audit” 

for State Route 132 West Freeway/Expressway – Phase 1 Project and Crows Landing 
Road Pavement Rehabilitation Project from the Independent Office of Audits and 
Investigations (IOAI) and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Not 
Applicable) 

 Motion accepting the results of the “Final Report – City of Modesto, Project 
Compliance Audit” for State Route 132 West Freeway/Expressway – Phase 1 
Project and Crows Landing Road Pavement Rehabilitation Project from the 
Independent Office of Audits and Investigations (IOAI) and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Toby Wells, 209-571-5542, twells@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Garcia/Escutia-Braaton; 5/0) Motion accepting the results of the 
“Final Report – City of Modesto, Project Compliance Audit” for State Route 132 
West Freeway/Expressway – Phase 1 Project and Crows Landing Road Pavement 
Rehabilitation Project from the Independent Office of Audits and Investigations 
(IOAI) and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
5. Consider the Audited Financial Statements and various Audit Reports for Fiscal Year 

2024-2025, audited by external auditors Vasquez + Company, LLP. for the City’s 
Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR), thirteen (13) Community Facilities 
Districts (CFDs), Single Audit, Measure H, and various Joint Powers Agencies and 
forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion recommending the Audited Financial Statements and various Audit 
Reports for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 audited by external auditors Vasquez + 
Company, LLP. for the City’s Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR), thirteen (13) Community Facilities Districts (CFDs), Measure H, and 
various Joint Powers Agencies (JPAs) and forwarding to Council for approval.  

 Motion recommending the audited Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Federal Single Audit 
Report for the City of Modesto and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Maria Garnica, 209-577-5249, 
mgarnica@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Wright/Orosco; 5/0) Motion recommending the Audited Financial 
Statements and various Audit Reports for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 audited by 
external auditors Vasquez + Company, LLP. for the City’s Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report (ACFR), thirteen (13) Community Facilities Districts (CFDs), 
Measure H, and various Joint Powers Agencies (JPAs) and forwarding to Council 
for approval. 

 
ACTION: (Wright/Orosco; 5/0) Motion recommending the audited Fiscal Year 
2024-2025 Federal Single Audit Report for the City of Modesto and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 
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ADJOURNMENT 
 

This meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 
 
 

Attest:                                               
Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

FINANCE COMMITTEE / COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Monday, January 26, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

 
Roll Call: Present:  Chair Wright, Vice-Chair Bavaro, Committee Member Escutia- 
    Braaton 
  Absent: None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
None. 
 

COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 
 
None. 
 

CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED: 
ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 1, 3-5 (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) 

 
CONSENT 

 
Consent 
1. Consider the recommended budget adjustments to Fiscal Year 2025-26 Annual 

Operating and Capital Improvement Program Budgets; and forwarding to Council for 
approval. (Funding Source: Various Funds) 

 Motion recommending the budget adjustments to Fiscal Year 2025-26 Annual 
Operating and Capital Improvement Program Budgets; and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 BUDGET; Kaceey Culbertson, 209-571-5855, kculbertson@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending the budget 
adjustments to Fiscal Year 2025-26 Annual Operating and Capital Improvement 
Program Budgets; and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
Removed from Consent 
2. Consider the Fiscal Year 2024-25 Write-off and Adjustment Reports through Fiscal 

Year-End June 30, 2025, in the total amount of $113,621, and forwarding to Council 
for approval. (Funding Source: Various Funds) 
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 Motion recommending the approval of Fiscal Year 2024-25 Write-off and 
Adjustments Report through Fiscal Year-End June 30, 2025, in the total amount 
of $113,621 and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 CED; Edgar Garcia, 209-571-5101, edgarcia@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Wright; 3/0) Motion recommending the approval of 
Fiscal Year 2024-25 Write-off and Adjustments Report through Fiscal Year-End 
June 30, 2025, in the total amount of $113,621 and forwarding to Council for 
approval. 

 
Consent 
3. Consider an Amendment to the existing On-Call Agreements for Construction 

Inspection Services, to extend the term of the Agreements through June 30, 2027, 
increase the existing total amount of $149,000 to a not to exceed $300,000 for each of 
the three consultants and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: 
Various Capital Improvement Projects) 

 Motion recommending an Amendment to the existing On-Call Agreements for 
Construction Inspection Services to extend the term of the Agreements through 
June 30, 2027 and increase the existing total amount of $149,000 to a not to 
exceed amount of $300,000 for each of the three consultants and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Peter Kambel, 209-577-5444, pkambel 
@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending an Amendment 
to the existing On-Call Agreements for Construction Inspection Services to extend 
the term of the Agreements through June 30, 2027 and increase the existing total 
amount of $149,000 to a not to exceed amount of $300,000 for each of the three 
consultants and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
Consent 
4. Consider an Agreement for the furnishing of City-Wide Shredding Services to Pacific 

Storage Company, Modesto, CA for a total amount not to exceed $165,000 over five 
years; and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Various Funds) 

 Motion recommending the Award of Bid and Agreement for City-Wide 
Shredding Services to Pacific Storage Company, Modesto, CA for two-year 
Agreement with three one-year extension options, for an estimated annual 
amount of $33,000 and a total amount not to exceed $165,000 over five years 
and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Dianne Love, 209-571-5164, dlove@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending the Award of 
Bid and Agreement for City-Wide Shredding Services to Pacific Storage Company, 
Modesto, CA for two-year Agreement with three one-year extension options, for an 
estimated annual amount of $33,000 and a total amount not to exceed $165,000 
over five years and forwarding to Council for approval. 



01/26/2026 Finance Committee 
 

22 
Monday, January 26, 2026 

 

 
Consent 
5. Consider the Purchasing Agreement for the purchase of Transmission Parts and Repair 

Services with AG Transmission Repair, Oakdale, CA, Valley Transmission, Modesto, 
CA and Mello Transmission Company, Inc., Modesto, CA for a total amount not to 
exceed $750,000 over five years and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding 
Source: Fleet Fund, Outside Service Agreements) 

 Motion recommending the Purchasing Agreements with AG Transmission 
Repair, Oakdale, CA, Valley Transmission, Modesto, CA and Mello 
Transmission Company, Inc., Modesto, CA for Transmission Parts and Repair 
Services for a two-year Agreement with three one-year extension options, for 
an estimated annual amount of $150,000 and a total amount not to exceed 
$750,000 over five years; and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; Cory Schermerhorn, 209-342-2214, 
cschermerhorn@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending the Purchasing 
Agreements with AG Transmission Repair, Oakdale, CA, Valley Transmission, 
Modesto, CA and Mello Transmission Company, Inc., Modesto, CA for 
Transmission Parts and Repair Services for a two-year Agreement with three one-
year extension options, for an estimated annual amount of $150,000 and a total 
amount not to exceed $750,000 over five years; and forwarding to Council for 
approval. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
6. Consider the Community/Special Event and Program Grants for in-kind support valued 

at $7,500 and Grant Funding of $17,500 for events and programs planned in the second 
half of Fiscal Year 2025-2026 and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding 
Source: General Fund) 

 Motion recommending the Community/Special Event and Program Grants for 
in-kind support valued at $7,500 and Grant Funding of $17,500 for events and 
programs planned in the second half of Fiscal Year 2025-2026 and forwarding 
to Council for approval. 

 PRN; Jeremy Rogers, 209-577-5347, jrogers@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending the 
Community/Special Event and Program Grants for in-kind support valued at $7,500 
and Grant Funding of $17,500 for events and programs planned in the second half 
of Fiscal Year 2025-2026 and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
7. Consider an Agreement for the furnishing of City-Wide Security Services to Inter-Con 

Security Systems, Inc., Pasadena, CA for a total amount not to exceed $7,112,000 over 
seven years; and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Various Funds) 
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 Motion recommending an Agreement with Inter-Con Security, Pasadena, CA 
by utilizing the Competitive Bid Process with Stanislaus County General 
Services, for City-wide Security Services for a three-year Agreement with four 
one-year extension options, for an estimated annual amount of $1,016,000, and 
a total amount not to exceed $7,112,000 over seven years; and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Dianne Love, 209-571-5164, dlove@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Escutia-Braaton; 2/1; Bavaro No) Motion recommending an 
Agreement with Inter-Con Security, Pasadena, CA by utilizing the Competitive Bid 
Process with Stanislaus County General Services, for City-wide Security Services 
for a three-year Agreement with four one-year extension options, for an estimated 
annual amount of $1,016,000, and a total amount not to exceed $7,112,000 over 
seven years; and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
This meeting adjourned at 4:47 p.m. 
 

Attest:                                            
Andrea Cook, Deputy City Clerk
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MINUTES 

City of Modesto 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Chambers, Basement Level 

Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 
Modesto, California 

Tuesday, January 27, 2026 at 5:30 PM 
 

Special City Council – Closed Session Meeting 3:45 p.m. 
Roll Call:        Present:   Councilmembers Alvarez (Arrived 3:47 p.m.), Bavaro, Escutia- 
    Braaton, Ricci, Williams, Wright, Mayor Zwahlen       
                        Absent:   None 
 
Regular City Council Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present:   Councilmembers Alvarez, Bavaro, Escutia-Braaton, Ricci,   
    Williams, Wright, Mayor Zwahlen 
                         Absent:   None 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 

Invocation: Joel Boone, Big Valley Grace Church 
 

City Clerk’s Announcements: None 
 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest: None 
 

Reports from Closed Session: Item 1 - No Reportable Action.  Item 2 & Item 3 - The Mayor 
reported that the City Council completed closed-session annual evaluations of the City Auditor 
and City Attorney. The majority of the Council found the City Auditor continues to perform 
positively and provide essential services, and they look forward to future audit reports. The 
Council unanimously concluded the City Attorney remains an invaluable asset to the City of 
Modesto and expressed appreciation and confidence in continued success. 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. Proclamation declaring February 2026 as National Black History Month. (Funding 

Source: Not Applicable) 
 CITY COUNCIL; Breanna Griffin, 209-577-5421, bgriffin@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: Mayor Zwahlen presented proclamation declaring February 2026 as 
National Black History Month. 
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2. Proclamation declaring February 2026 as National Cancer Prevention Month. (Funding 
Source: Not Applicable) 

 CITY COUNCIL; Breanna Griffin, 209-577-5421, bgriffin@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: Mayor Zwahlen presented proclamation declaring February 2026 as 
National Cancer Prevention Month. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
3. Consider approving the appointment of Rajmeet Grewal as the Planning Commission 

Representative to the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA) for 2026, with a term 
expiration of December 31, 2026. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution appointing Rajmeet Grewal to the Board of Zoning Adjustment as a 
Planning Commission Representative for 2026, with a term expiration of 
December 31, 2026. 

 CED; Michael Hren, 209-577-5267, mhren@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Bavaro/Williams; 7/0) Resolution 2026-024 appointing Rajmeet Grewal 
to the Board of Zoning Adjustment as a Planning Commission Representative for 2026, 
with a term expiration of December 31, 2026. 

 
4. Consider approving the appointment of Cecil Russell as the Planning Commission 

Representative to the Citizens Housing and Community Development Committee for 
2026, with a term expiration of December 31, 2026. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution appointing Cecil Russell to the Citizen’s Housing and Community 
Development Committee as a Planning Commission Representative for 2026, 
with a term expiration of December 31, 2026. 

 CED; Michael Hren, 209-577-5267, mhren@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 5/2; Alvarez, Ricci Noes) Resolution 2026-025 
appointing Cecil Russell to the Citizen’s Housing and Community Development 
Committee as a Planning Commission Representative for 2026, with a term expiration 
of December 31, 2026. 

 
 

5. Consider approving the appointment of Michelle Patino to the Blight Abatement 
Advisory Committee for a four-year term with an expiration date of December 31, 
2029. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution approving the appointment of Michelle Patino to the Blight 
Abatement Advisory Committee for a four-year term with an expiration date of 
December 31, 2029. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; John Chavez, 209-577-5453, jchavez@modestogov.com   
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ACTION: (Alvarez/Ricci; 7/0) Resolution 2026-026 approving the appointment of 
Michelle Patino to the Blight Abatement Advisory Committee for a four-year term 
with an expiration date of December 31, 2029. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
 Charles R. Evins II, a past Master of Silver Square Lodge 66 in Modesto, addressed the 

Mayor and City Council to request that the Prince Hall–affiliated Grand Lodge of 
California be given the opportunity to lay the cornerstone in ancient form at the new 
King Kennedy Center. 

 
 Derek Castle praised the City of Modesto’s Bridge Housing program but noted limited 

progress due to reliance on donated land. He urged the City to improve the program by 
increasing community awareness, convening local leaders to identify sites, considering 
the use of City-owned land, and allowing staff to lease or purchase property so the 
program can better serve the unhoused population. 

 
 Juan Rosales of District Council 16 International Union of Painters and Allied Trades 

addressed the approved contract amendment for HB Restoration, citing the company’s 
history of wage theft judgments, OSHA safety violations, and the lack of competitive 
bidding as the contract expanded to over $1.5 million. He urged the Council to suspend 
further payments, audit the vendor’s labor and safety compliance, and strengthen 
oversight to ensure fiscal accountability, worker protection, and responsible use of 
public funds. 

 
 TJ Gardner II, a certified coatings inspector and application specialist, expressed 

concerns about expanding the HB Restoration contract to additional wastewater and 
potable water facilities. He emphasized the need for contractors with proven 
qualifications and experience in highly sensitive and corrosive environments, noting 
past observations that raised questions about HB Restoration’s ability to meet 
specialized coating standards and protect critical City assets. 

 
 Nathan Alonzo of Pacific Gas and Electric provided an update announcing residential 

rate reductions, including a 3–5% decrease for gas customers, reflecting PG&E’s 
affordability efforts. He also noted ongoing coordination with the City of Modesto to 
align infrastructure work and expressed interest in returning later in the year to share 
further company and local project updates. 

 
 Sebastian Jones urged the City Council to display Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s full 

name, stating it is a long-standing issue of respect and recognition, especially ahead of 
Black History Month. He also advocated for statues honoring Dr. King and Cesar 
Chavez, seeking the City’s permission and partnership to make them a reality, and 
emphasized his years of dedication to these efforts. 

 
 Michael Masuda introduced himself to the Council as a candidate for California’s 5th 

Congressional District, sharing his background in the region and public service. He 
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emphasized the need to address affordability, housing, healthcare, and national 
division, and stated his commitment to locally driven solutions and working with 
Modesto leaders to bring federal resources back to the community. 

 
 Kevin McClarty alerted the Council to a misaligned “no left turn” sign at the J Street, 

Downey, and McHenry intersection, noting it has been pointing the wrong direction for 
months and could unfairly confuse drivers. He urged the City to notify the state, which 
oversees the highway, and suggested that any tickets issued due to the unclear signage 
should be dismissed. 

 
 Emmanuel, owner of HB Restoration, introduced himself and his company, explaining 

its history since 2013 and experience completing painting and restoration projects for 
cities, districts, and school systems across California. He emphasized his long-standing 
workforce, commitment to paying employees, addressing issues when they arise, and 
encouraged the City to review the company’s references and past work. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED 

ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 6-7, 9-11 (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) 
 

CONSENT 
 

Consent 
6. Consider approving the Minutes for the January 13, 2026 Council Meeting. (Funding 

Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion approving the Minutes for the January 13, 2026 Council Meeting. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) Motion approving the Minutes for the January 13, 
2026 Council Meeting. 

 
Consent 
7. Consider approving an Agreement for Executive Team and Management Engagement 

Services to The Table Group doing business as (dba) Neil Sullivan LLC, Concord, 
California, for a total amount not to exceed $909,500 over five years. (Funding Source: 
Various Funds) 

 Resolution approving the Agreement for Executive Team and Management 
Engagement Services to The Table Group doing business as (dba) Neil Sullivan 
LLC, Concord, California, for a two-year agreement with three one-year 
extension options, for an estimated annual amount of $181,900, and a total 
amount not to exceed $909,500 over five years and authorizing the City 
Manager, or his designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 CITY MANAGER; Scotty Douglass, 209-577-9149, sdouglass@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-027 approving the Agreement 
for Executive Team and Management Engagement Services to The Table Group doing 
business as (dba) Neil Sullivan LLC, Concord, California, for a two-year agreement 
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with three one-year extension options, for an estimated annual amount of $181,900, 
and a total amount not to exceed $909,500 over five years and authorizing the City 
Manager, or his designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 
Removed from Consent 
8. Consider approving the Plans and Specifications for the 2025 Park Security Lighting 

Project at Muncy Park, Riverside Park and Sutter Park, accepting the Bid and 
Awarding a Construction Contract to Bockmon & Woody Electric Co., Inc. of 
Stockton, CA, in the amount not to exceed $601,108. (Funding Source: Measure H) 

 Resolution approving the Plans and Specifications for the 2025 Park Security 
Lighting Project, accepting the Bid and Awarding a Construction Contract to 
Bockmon & Woody Electric Co, of Stockton, CA, in the amount of $536,703, 
authorizing $64,404, for contingency (if needed), for a total payment amount 
not to exceed $601,107, and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to 
execute the Agreement. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Nathan Houx, 209-571-5526, nhoux@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-028 approving the Plans 
and Specifications for the 2025 Park Security Lighting Project, accepting the Bid and 
Awarding a Construction Contract to Bockmon & Woody Electric Co, of Stockton, 
CA, in the amount of $536,703, authorizing $64,404, for contingency (if needed), for a 
total payment amount not to exceed $601,107, and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 
Consent 
9. Consider accepting an Informational Report for the November 2025 Accounts Payable 

Payment Register and Void Report. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion accepting an Informational Report for the November 2025 Accounts 

Payable Payment Register and Void Report. 
 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Maria Garnica, 209-577-5249, 

mgarnica@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) Motion accepting an Informational Report for the 
November 2025 Accounts Payable Payment Register and Void Report. 

 
Consent 
10. Consider approving the purchase for eight Harley-Davidson Road Glide Motorcycles 

for the Modesto Police Department (MPD) for a total amount not to exceed $300,889. 
(Funding Source: Fleet Replacement Fund and State Grant) 

 Resolution approving the Award of Bid for the purchase of eight 2026 Harley-
Davidson Road Glide Motorcycles to Ray Mitchell, Inc. dba Mitchell’s Harley 
Davidson, Modesto, CA for a total amount not to exceed $300,889; and 
authorizing the Director of Finance, or her designee to issue the Purchase 
Order; and authorizing the Director of Finance or her designee to execute any 
Change Orders not to exceed 15% of the total purchase price. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Dianne Love, 209-571-5164, dlove@modestogov.com   
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ACTION: (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-029 approving the Award of Bid 
for the purchase of eight 2026 Harley-Davidson Road Glide Motorcycles to Ray 
Mitchell, Inc. dba Mitchell’s Harley Davidson, Modesto, CA for a total amount not to 
exceed $300,889; and authorizing the Director of Finance, or her designee to issue the 
Purchase Order; and authorizing the Director of Finance or her designee to execute any 
Change Orders not to exceed 15% of the total purchase price. 

 
Consent 
11. Consider approving an Agreement for Vector Airport System’s PlanePass with 

Virtower to provide billing and collection services for the Airport’s established landing 
fees for an amount not to exceed $100,000 over five years. (Funding Source: Airport 
Fund) 

 Resolution approving the Sole Source Agreement with Vector Airport Systems, 
LLC – PlanePass with Virtower, Herndon, VA for Professional Services for a 
three-year Agreement with two one-year extension options, for an estimated 
annual service fee of 22% from the collected landing fees, and an amount not to 
exceed $100,000 over five years; and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; Marisol Navarro, 209-577-5319, marnavarro@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-030 approving the Sole Source 
Agreement with Vector Airport Systems, LLC – PlanePass with Virtower, Herndon, 
VA for Professional Services for a three-year Agreement with two one-year extension 
options, for an estimated annual service fee of 22% from the collected landing fees, and 
an amount not to exceed $100,000 over five years; and authorizing the City Manager, 
or his designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
 Councilmember Ricci highlighted three updates: the launch of the Hope Work Street 

Team, which provides employment opportunities for the homeless; ongoing reforms at 
Stanislaus Animal Services, inviting the public to a February 2nd meeting to continue 
improving shelter operations; and a Modesto Police Department crackdown on four 
smoke shops involved in illegal gambling, expired food sales, and tobacco violations, 
resulting in arrests, fines, and seized cash. 

 
 Vice-Mayor Williams praised the newly redone Scenic Road near the cemetery, 

acknowledged receiving the MLK Community Service Award alongside 
Councilmember Alvarez, and shared his participation in a California League of Cities 
conference in Sacramento. He highlighted joining the Housing Policy Committee to 
explore state-supported solutions for Modesto’s housing challenges. 

 
 Mayor Zwahlen highlighted recent community events: the groundbreaking of the $400 

million Sutter Health Advanced Cancer Center, offering centralized cancer care; the 
Gallo Center for the Arts’ 2026 State of the Center event, celebrating its international 
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recognition; and the First Tee program’s three-hole golf course groundbreaking, 
supporting youth leadership and mentorship through golf. 

 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
None. 

 
MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 

 
None. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
This meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

 
 

Attest:____________________________ 
            Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

SAFETY AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE / COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room. 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Monday, February 09, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

 
 
Roll Call: Present:  Chair Ricci, Vice Chair Escutia-Braaton, Committee Member Williams 

 
Absent:  None 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
 None. 

 
COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 

 
 None. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED: 

ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 1-2 (Escutia-Braaton/Williams; 3/0) 
 

CONSENT 
 

Consent 
1. Consider granting two non-exclusive easements to Modesto Irrigation District for 

electrical utility access on a portion of César E. Chávez Park (APN 103-018-001) and 
forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion recommending granting two non-exclusive easements to Modesto 
Irrigation District for electrical utility access on a portion of César E. Chavez 
Park (APN 103-018-001) and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Nathan Houx, 209-571-5526, nhoux@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Williams; 3/0) Motion recommending granting two 
non-exclusive easements to Modesto Irrigation District for electrical utility access 
on a portion of César E. Chavez Park (APN 103-018-001) and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 
Consent 
2. Consider the First Amendment to the Lease Agreement between Beard Land 

Improvement Company of Modesto, Ca and the City of Modesto for the Lease of the 
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Modesto Fire Department Administration Building located at 409 12th Street, 
Modesto, Ca, extending the term of the agreement to March 31, 2029, increasing the 
Agreement amount by $706,074 to a new estimated total amount not to exceed 
$1,196,790, and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: General Fund) 

 Motion recommending the First Amendment to the Lease Agreement with 
Beard Land Improvement Company of Modesto, Ca and the City of Modesto 
for the Lease of the Modesto Fire Department Administration Building located 
at 409 12th Street, Modesto, Ca, extending the term of the agreement to March 
31, 2033, increasing the Agreement amount by $706,074 to a new estimated 
total amount not to exceed $1,196,790 and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT; Shanon Evans, 209-572-9590, sevans@modestofire.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Williams; 3/0) Motion recommending the First 
Amendment to the Lease Agreement with Beard Land Improvement Company of 
Modesto, Ca and the City of Modesto for the Lease of the Modesto Fire 
Department Administration Building located at 409 12th Street, Modesto, Ca, 
extending the term of the agreement to March 31, 2033, increasing the Agreement 
amount by $706,074 to a new estimated total amount not to exceed $1,196,790 and 
forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
3. Consider the purchase of a factory-new Lycoming TIO-540-AH1A engine for the 

Modesto Police Department’s GA8 TC-320 Airvan, Sky-1 to GippsAero Pty Ltd, 
Victoria, Australia, for a total amount not to exceed $254,000 and forwarding to 
Council for approval. (Funding Source: Traffic Safety Fund) 

 Motion recommending the purchase of a factory-new Lycoming TIO-540-
AH1A engine with GippsAero Pty Ltd, Victoria, Australia for the Modesto 
Police Department’s GA8 TC-320 Airvan, Sky-1, for a total amount not to 
exceed $254,000 and forwarding Council for approval. 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT; Christopher Adams, 209-572-9500, 
adamsc@modestopd.com   

 
ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending the purchase 
of a factory-new Lycoming TIO-540-AH1A engine with GippsAero Pty Ltd, 
Victoria, Australia for the Modesto Police Department’s GA8 TC-320 Airvan, Sky-
1, for a total amount not to exceed $254,000 and forwarding Council for approval. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 This meeting adjourned at 4:11 p.m. 

 
 

Attest:                                            
Reyna Mendoza, Deputy City Clerk
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

  SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE / COUNCIL  
WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room. 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Monday, February 09, 2026 at 2:00 PM 

 
Roll Call: Present: Chair Williams, Vice-Chair Ricci, Committee Member Alvarez 
 
  Absent: None 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

None. 
 

COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 
 

None. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Consider an appointment to fill one unexpired vacancy on the Citizens’ Salary Setting 
Commission with a term end date of December 31, 2028, and forwarding to Council 
for approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion recommending the appointment of one applicant to serve an unexpired 
term with a term end date of December 31, 2028 and forwarding to Council for 
approval. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 3/0) Motion recommending the appointment of Seth 
Simas to serve an unexpired term with a term end date of December 31, 2028 and 
forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
This meeting adjourned at 2:10 p.m. 

 
 

Attest:                                                         
Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk
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MINUTES 

City of Modesto 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Chambers, Basement Level 

Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 
Modesto, California 

Tuesday, February 10, 2026 at 5:30 PM 
 

Special City Council – Closed Session Meeting 3:30 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present:  Councilmembers Alvarez, Bavaro, Escutia-Braaton, Ricci, Williams,  
                                       Wright, Mayor Zwahlen       
                        Absent:   None 
 
Regular City Council Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present:  Councilmembers Alvarez, Bavaro, Escutia-Braaton, Ricci, Williams,  
                                       Wright, Mayor Zwahlen 
                         Absent:   None 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 

Invocation:  Pastor Mark Krieger, Modesto Covenant Church. 
 

City Clerk’s Announcements:  None.  
 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest:  None 
 

Reports from Closed Session 
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 7/0) Item 1 - Motion appointing Real Property 
Negotiator Joseph P. Lopez, City Manager for Properties: 105-025-002, 105-025-003, 
105-025-004 and 105-025-005. 
 
No other reportable action. 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 Danielle Morgart, representing Assemblyman Juan Alanis’s office, provided a 
Legislative Update. She reported that Assemblyman Alanis has introduced eight bills 
so far. Two recently introduced bills include AB 1765, which proposes a fee waiver for 
disabled veteran license plates, and AB 1814, which would expand field sobriety test 
training for police officers assigned to traffic enforcement duties. She concluded by 
offering the office’s assistance with legislative questions or issues involving state 
agencies. 
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 Lucas proposed a potential change to the City’s Waste Management System. He 
submitted a letter requesting that the City review and consider a pilot contract with 
TerraCycle to address items not typically recyclable within existing waste streams. He 
stated that the program could help reduce blight, remove unwanted garbage from 
transportation infrastructure, and lower carbon emissions. He acknowledged the need 
to comply with State, Federal, and Municipal regulations, as well as budgetary and 
procurement standards. He noted that while the program would not eliminate most 
plastic waste by weight, it could capture a significant portion of non-recyclable plastic 
packaging that currently lacks a recycling pathway. He asked the City to evaluate the 
proposal, consider whether a public discussion is appropriate, and provide guidance on 
next steps or available public resources. 

 
 Julianne Phillips provided a Legislative update on behalf of Senator Alvarado-Gil's 

office, she stated that the most pressing legislative issue generating calls is AB 1421, 
which would extend the study of a per-mile tax. The bill has moved to the Senate, and 
Senator Alvarado-Gil has issued a statement expressing opposition to it.  She also 
shared recent district activities, including two meet-and-greet events held in Salida and 
Riverbank. She announced upcoming mobile office hours in Modesto at the Law 
Library on February 26 from 10 a.m. to noon to assist constituents with State Agency 
matters. She added that she hopes to host additional mobile office hours in March 
ahead of a future Council meeting. 

 
 Sebastian Jones expressed appreciation and apologized if any past remarks had caused 

offense. He acknowledged prior disagreements but called for unity moving forward.  
He advocated for installing statues of Cesar Chavez and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. at a 
new soccer or baseball field, stating that such a project would honor their legacies and 
create a lasting historical impact for the City. He mentioned having gathered over 
5,000 signatures in support of related efforts in the past and emphasized the potential to 
seek Federal funding connected to Dr. King’s legacy.  He called for a coalition of 
community members and Council support to move the proposal forward, encouraging 
collaboration and setting aside differences. He concluded by expressing faith-based 
sentiments, appreciation for the Council, and hope that the project would leave a 
meaningful legacy for future generations. 

 
 Harlan Divan commended the Council for their roles in recent community initiatives, 

including the award for Jenny’s Place and the development of Hope Works, a United 
Way and Gospel Mission project. She noted an upcoming ribbon-cutting event for 
Hope Works and expressed appreciation for the Council’s involvement.  She also 
brought attention to Stockton’s recently passed “Compassionate City Resolution,” 
adopted on January 13. She explained that the resolution differs from a sanctuary city 
designation and does not create new policies, but instead restates existing city policies 
related to immigrant protections, such as not reporting immigration status when 
residents call 911 and not holding individuals solely on civil immigration holds. She 
said the resolution affirms respect for federal law and the role of immigration 
authorities while emphasizing community protections.  She stated that similar 
resolutions are being considered or adopted in other cities and described the issue as 
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timely, citing concerns within immigrant communities. She encouraged the Modesto 
City Council to review the resolution and consider taking similar action and said she 
would provide additional information by email. 

 
 Todd distributed walnuts from his family’s farm in Wood Colony and briefly shared 

the history of his family’s farming presence in the area, dating back to 1905. He then 
addressed recent discussion and media coverage regarding Wood Colony and potential 
disputes about its definition and boundaries.  Referring to a historical book available to 
the City, he explained that Wood Colony began with an original 1,760-acre tract, 
known as the Wood Tract, but argued that this acreage represented only the beginning 
of the colony’s development. Citing specific pages from the book, he noted references 
to the expansion of the name beyond the original acreage, the development of 
additional parcels, and historical figures associated with the area. He suggested that 
Wood Colony encompasses more than the initial 1,760 acres and encouraged the 
Council to review the historical text for a fuller understanding. He concluded by 
offering to return with additional information. 

 
 Kevin McClarty thanked City staff member Patrick Crowley for designating two 

parking spaces and installing a bench at the Modesto Airport for individuals who wish 
to observe planes taking off and landing. He explained that after Tesla leased the entire 
parking lot, he raised concerns about the lack of public parking. In response, the City 
reserved two spaces for plane observers. He expressed appreciation for the City’s 
responsiveness to residents.   

 
  Written General Public Comments Received. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
       CITY CLERK; City Clerk, 209-577-5396, cityclerk@modestogov.com   

 
CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED 

ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 1-8 (Wright/Bavaro;7/0) 
 

CONSENT 
 

Consent 
1. Consider approving the Minutes for the January 27, 2026 Council Meeting. (Funding 

Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion approving the Minutes for the January 27, 2026 Council Meeting. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Motion approving the Minutes for the January 27, 
2026 Council Meeting. 

 
Consent 
2. Consider approving the revised 2026 City Council Liaison Committees assignments. 

(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion approving the appointments to the Revised 2026 City Council Liaison 

Committees Assignments. 
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 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Motion approving the appointments to the Revised 
2026 City Council Liaison Committees Assignments. 

 
Consent 
3. Consider approving the recommended budget adjustments to Fiscal Year 2025-26 

Annual Operating and Capital Improvement Program Budgets. (Funding Source: 
Various Funds) 

 Resolution amending Fiscal Year 2025-26 Annual Operating and Capital 
Improvement Project Fund Budgets and authorizing the City Manager, to take 
the necessary steps to implement the provisions of this Resolution. 

 BUDGET; Kaceey Culbertson, 209-571-5855, kculbertson@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Resolution 2026-031 amending Fiscal Year 2025-
26 Annual Operating and Capital Improvement Project Fund Budgets and authorizing 
the City Manager, to take the necessary steps to implement the provisions of this 
Resolution. 

 
Consent 
4. Consider accepting the Sonoma Trunk Extension and Lift Station and Sylvan Water 

Main Upgrade Project as complete, releasing securities, releasing payments totaling 
$8,253,657 to Mozingo Construction, Inc, of Oakdale, CA, and authorizing the City 
Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. (Funding Source: Wastewater and Water Fund) 

 Resolution accepting Sonoma Trunk Extension and Lift Station and Sylvan 
Water Main Upgrade Project as complete, releasing securities, releasing 
payments totaling $8,253,657 to Mozingo Construction Inc, of Oakdale, CA, 
and authorizing the City Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Peter Kambel, 209-577-5444, pkambel@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Resolution 2026-032 accepting Sonoma Trunk 
Extension and Lift Station and Sylvan Water Main Upgrade Project as complete, 
releasing securities, releasing payments totaling $8,253,657 to Mozingo Construction 
Inc, of Oakdale, CA, and authorizing the City Clerk to file a Notice of Completion. 

 
 

Consent 
5. Consider approving a First Amendment to the existing On-Call Agreements for 

Construction Inspection Services, to extend the term of the agreements through June 
30, 2027, and increase the existing total amount of $149,000 to a not to exceed 
$300,000 for each of the three consultants. (Funding Source: Various Capital 
Improvement Projects) 

 Resolution approving a First Amendment to the existing On-Call Agreements 
for Construction Inspection Services, to extend the term of the agreements 
through June 30, 2027, and increase the existing total amount of $149,000 to a 
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not to exceed $300,000 for each of the three consultants; and authorizing the 
City Manager, or his designee to execute the Amendments. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Peter Kambel, 209-577-5444, pkambel@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Resolution 2026-033 approving a First Amendment 
to the existing On-Call Agreements for Construction Inspection Services, to extend the 
term of the agreements through June 30, 2027, and increase the existing total amount 
of $149,000 to a not to exceed $300,000 for each of the three consultants; and 
authorizing the City Manager, or his designee to execute the Amendments. 

 
Consent 
6. Consider accepting the Monthly Investment Report for October 2025. (Funding 

Source: Various Funds) 
 Motion accepting the Monthly Investment Report for October 2025. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Calogero Maniscalco, 209-577-5219, 
cmaniscalco@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Motion accepting the Monthly Investment Report 
for October 2025. 

 
Consent 
7. Consider accepting the Audited Financial Statements and various Audit Reports for 

Fiscal Year 2024-2025, audited by external auditor Vasquez & Company, LLP. for the 
City’s Annual Comprehensive Financial Report (ACFR), thirteen (13) Community 
Facilities Districts (CFDs), Measure H, Single Audit, and various Joint Powers 
Agencies. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Resolution accepting the Audited Financial Statements and various Audit 
Reports for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 audited by external auditors Vasquez & 
Company, LLP. for the City’s Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR), thirteen (13) Community Facilities Districts (CFDs), Measure H and 
various Joint Powers Agencies (JPAs).  

 Resolution accepting the audited Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Federal Single Audit 
report for the City of Modesto from external auditors Vasquez & Company, 
LLP. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Maria Garnica, 209-577-5249, 
mgarnica@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Resolution 2026-034 accepting the Audited 
Financial Statements and various Audit Reports for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 audited by 
external auditors Vasquez & Company, LLP. for the City’s Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report (ACFR), thirteen (13) Community Facilities Districts (CFDs), 
Measure H and various Joint Powers Agencies (JPAs). 

 
ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Resolution 2026-035 accepting the audited Fiscal 
Year 2024-2025 Federal Single Audit report for the City of Modesto from external 
auditors Vasquez & Company, LLP. 
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Consent 
8. Consider approving a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Yosemite 

Community College District (YCCD) for development and use of the Classroom 
(Portable 101) located at 1220 Fire Science Lane. (Funding Source: General Fund) 

 Resolution approving a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Yosemite 
Community College District (YCCD) for development and use of the 
Classroom (Portable 101) located at 1220 Fire Science Lane., and authorizing 
the City Manager or his designee to execute the Agreement. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT; Darin Jesberg, 209-572-9590, djesberg@modestofire.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Bavaro; 7/0) Resolution 2026-036 approving a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with Yosemite Community College District (YCCD) for 
development and use of the Classroom (Portable 101) located at 1220 Fire Science 
Lane., and authorizing the City Manager or his designee to execute the Agreement. 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
 Vice Mayor Williams reported on a recent MLK event hosted by MJC and the Modesto 

Peace/Life Center. The keynote speaker was Dr. Shabazz, one of Malcolm X’s six 
daughters, who spoke about her father’s legacy and her family’s experiences. He 
described the event as positive and expressed appreciation for her visit to Modesto.  He 
also recognized recipients of the MLK Legacy Award. Odessa Johnson, noted as the 
first African American in her role within Modesto City Schools, was acknowledged for 
her service and is now retired and living in Los Angeles. Additionally, he shared that 
Gladys Williams, a past MLK Legacy Award recipient, former MTA member, past 
NAACP president, and community advocate, passed away on November 27. Her 
service will be held on February 20 at 11:00 a.m. at Revival Church, 825 Seventh 
Street.  He also announced that three new police officers were recently sworn in and 
offered congratulations to them.  He also shared that he attended a biennial quilt show 
in Modesto, typically attended by the Mayor. The event featured approximately 200 
quilts, along with additional quilt-related displays and vendors, and was held at the car 
museum over two days. He described the event as well organized and well attended. He 
noted that the selected quilt award recipient had never previously won and became 
emotional upon receiving the recognition, expressing gratitude to the Mayor and the 
City for hosting the event.  Vice Mayor Williams also noted that February is Black 
History Month and highlighted several upcoming events, mentioning that the council 
would not meet again before some of them occur.  He announced that Sankofa, 
Modesto’s first African American theater company, will celebrate its 13th year with a 
production titled Perilous Victorious at the Gallo Center from February 12 through 14. 
He encouraged the community to attend and support the performances.  He also shared 
that a Black History Month program will be held at the Senior Center on February 28 
at 5:00 p.m., possibly with a donation requested. 

 
 Council Member Ricci provided several updates and comments. He announced that, 

thanks to a State grant, a mural will be installed in an alley off 10th and J Street to 
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improve a struggling downtown area. He expressed hope that the city, in coordination 
with the Fire Department, could also create safe event spaces in the area to support 
cultural activities, gatherings, music, food, and art.  He then recognized a new 
neighborhood being developed in Modesto that honors firefighters who served the 
community, thanking DR. Horton, the Modesto Fire Department, and the city for this 
memorial project.  Finally, he addressed a governance issue involving MID, noting that 
the board had previously voted to stop investigating alleged water abuse issues related 
to a board member, who had also voted against the investigation. He reported that the 
California Fair Political Practices Commission agreed to review potential issues with 
that vote and emphasized the importance of transparency and impartiality in 
government. 

 
 Council Member Escutia-Bratton shared updates on recent developments in healthcare 

within Modesto. She noted attending the ribbon-cutting for a new Kaiser Medical 
facility in District One, which provides adult and pediatric care, includes a pharmacy, 
and employs nearly 400 people.  She reflected on Modesto’s history as a medical hub 
and highlighted other recent projects, including the $380 million Memorial Cancer 
Center, which employs over 5,600 people. She also emphasized that these facilities 
address the community’s need for accessible, affordable medical services, provide job 
opportunities, and contribute to the local economy. She expressed gratitude to medical 
professionals and the institutions investing in the area and reaffirmed the importance of 
continuing to strengthen healthcare services in Modesto. 

 
 Mayor Zwahlen provided several community updates and reflections. She noted 

attending two recent police academy graduations, including one in Stockton with 
Council Member Wright, and greeting new Modesto Police Department officers and 
other City employees during a City Hall tour.  She also attended Stanislaus State 
University’s Spring 2026 welcome address, praising the campus, students, and the 
university president, Britt Rios-Ellis, for a well-organized event. Additionally, she 
participated in a City Ministry Network meeting, where residents gather monthly to 
discuss city and county issues, highlighting a report from Marianne Cannon on the 
Community Foundation.  She also emphasized the active engagement of residents in 
community activities and highlighted upcoming events, including: the Colorado Rouse 
groundbreaking for infrastructure projects, the Hope Works ribbon-cutting, Modesto’s 
Night to Shine event, and the Dryden Clubhouse groundbreaking on February 17. She 
concluded by noting the many positive developments and community initiatives are 
taking place in Modesto. 

 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
None.  

HEARINGS 
 

Published in the Modesto Bee on January 21, 2026. 
9. Hearing to consider approval of an amendment to the Circulation Element of the 

Modesto Urban Area General Plan, and approval of Specific Plan Amendment No. 6 to 
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the Street Hierarchy Diagram of the Tivoli Specific Plan, to reclassify Oakdale Road 
between Scenic Drive and Claratina Avenue, and Claratina Avenue between McHenry 
Avenue and Claus Road from six-lane Principal Arterial Streets to four-lane Principal 
Arterial Streets, together with text amendments to Chapter 9 of the Tivoli Specific Plan 
relative to major Specific Plan amendment policies. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

  Resolution approving an amendment to the Circulation Element of the Modesto 
Urban Area General Plan to change the designation of Oakdale Road between 
Scenic Drive and Claribel Avenue from six-lane Principal Arterial Street to 
four-lane Arterial Street, and to change the designation of Claratina Avenue 
between McHenry Avenue and Claus Road from six-lane Principal Arterial 
Street to four-lane arterial street.  

 Resolution finding that the following subsequent project is exempt from review 
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 
15061(b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines: Amendment to the Circulation Element 
of the Modesto Urban Area General Plan to change the designation of Oakdale 
Road between Scenic Drive and Claribel Road from six-lane Principal Arterial 
Street to four-lane Arterial Street, and to change the designation of Claratina 
Avenue and between McHenry Avenue and Claus Road from six-lane Principal 
Arterial Street to four-lane Arterial Street, together with Specific Plan 
Amendment No. 6 to the Tivoli Specific Plan to amend the Chapter 3 Street 
Hierarchy Diagram to change the classification of Oakdale Road and Claratina 
Avenue from six-lane arterial streets to four-lane arterial streets, and to amend 
text in Chapter 9 relative to Specific Plan administration, and to reaffirm prior 
major amendments to the Specific Plan adopted by City Council Resolution. 

 Motion introducing and waiving the first reading of an Ordinance approving 
Tivoli Specific Plan Amendment No. 6, to amend the Chapter 3 Street 
Hierarchy Diagram to change the classification of Oakdale Road and Claratina 
Avenue from six lane arterial streets to four lane arterial streets, and to amend 
text in Chapter 9 relative to Specific Plan administration, and to reaffirm prior 
major amendments to the Tivoli Specific Plan adopted by City Council 
Resolution. 

 CED; Jessica Hill, 209-577-5367, jhill@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Wright; 7/0) Resolution 2026-037 approving an amendment to 
the Circulation Element of the Modesto Urban Area General Plan to change the 
designation of Oakdale Road between Scenic Drive and Claribel Avenue from six-lane 
Principal Arterial Street to four-lane Arterial Street, and to change the designation of 
Claratina Avenue between McHenry Avenue and Claus Road from six-lane Principal 
Arterial Street to four-lane arterial street. 

 
ACTION: (Wright/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-038 finding that the 
following subsequent project is exempt from review under the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) of the CEQA 
Guidelines: Amendment to the Circulation Element of the Modesto Urban Area 
General Plan to change the designation of Oakdale Road between Scenic Drive and 
Claribel Road from six-lane Principal Arterial Street to four-lane Arterial Street, and to 
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change the designation of Claratina Avenue and between McHenry Avenue and Claus 
Road from six-lane Principal Arterial Street to four-lane Arterial Street, together with 
Specific Plan Amendment No. 6 to the Tivoli Specific Plan to amend the Chapter 3 
Street Hierarchy Diagram to change the classification of Oakdale Road and Claratina 
Avenue from six-lane arterial streets to four-lane arterial streets, and to amend text in 
Chapter 9 relative to Specific Plan administration, and to reaffirm prior major 
amendments to the Specific Plan adopted by City Council Resolution. 

 
ACTION: (Bavaro/Alvarez; 7/0) Motion introducing and waiving the first reading of 
an Ordinance 3806-C.S. approving Tivoli Specific Plan Amendment No. 6, to amend 
the Chapter 3 Street Hierarchy Diagram to change the classification of Oakdale Road 
and Claratina Avenue from six lane arterial streets to four lane arterial streets, and to 
amend text in Chapter 9 relative to Specific Plan administration, and to reaffirm prior 
major amendments to the Tivoli Specific Plan adopted by City Council Resolution. 

 
MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 

 
None. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

This meeting adjourned at 6:41 P.M. 
 
 

Attest:____________________________ 
            Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

FINANCE COMMITTEE / COUNCIL WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Monday, February 23, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

 
Roll Call: Present:  Chair Wright, Vice-Chair Bavaro, Committee Member Escutia- 
    Braaton 
  Absent: None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 
None. 
 

COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 
 
None. 
 

CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED: 
ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 1-5 (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) 

 
CONSENT 

 
Consent 
1. Consider the Agreements for On-Call Hazardous Waste and Biohazardous Waste 

Remediation Services to GrayMar Environmental Services, LLC Moses Lake, WA, 
and Clean Harbor Environmental Services, Inc., Norwell, MA, for a total amount not to 
exceed $1,380,422 over five years and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding 
Source: Various Funds) 

 Motion recommending the Award of Proposal and Agreement for On-Call 
Hazardous Waste and Biohazardous Waste Remediation Services to GrayMar 
Environmental Services, LLC Moses Lake, WA, and Clean Harbor 
Environmental Services, Inc., Norwell, MA, for a two-year agreement with 
three one-year extension options, for an estimated annual amount of $276,085 
and a total amount not to exceed $1,380,422 over five years and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Dianne Love, 209-571-5174, dlove@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending the Award of 
Proposal and Agreement for On-Call Hazardous Waste and Biohazardous Waste 
Remediation Services to GrayMar Environmental Services, LLC Moses Lake, WA, 
and Clean Harbor Environmental Services, Inc., Norwell, MA, for a two-year 
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agreement with three one-year extension options, for an estimated annual amount 
of $276,085 and a total amount not to exceed $1,380,422 over five years and 
forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
Consent 
2. Consider a Third Amendment for Bottled Water Delivery Services for Citywide 

locations to Blue Triton Brands Inc. doing business as (DBA) Primo Brands Manteca, 
CA increasing the Agreement amount by $100,000 over the term of the Agreement. 
(Funding Source: Various Funds) 

 Motion recommending the Third Amendment with BlueTriton Brands Inc. 
DBA Primo Brands Manteca, CA for Bottled Water Delivery Services for 
Citywide locations increasing the Agreement amount by $100,000 for the total 
revised total amount of $795,000 for the term of the agreement and forwarding 
to Council for approval. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Dianne Love, 209-571-5174, dlove@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending the Third 
Amendment with BlueTriton Brands Inc. DBA Primo Brands Manteca, CA for 
Bottled Water Delivery Services for Citywide locations increasing the Agreement 
amount by $100,000 for the total revised total amount of $795,000 for the term of 
the agreement and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
Consent 
3. Consider an Agreement with Specialized Elevator Services LLC DBA Elevator 

Industries, Sacramento, CA for Elevator Maintenance and Repair Services for a total 
amount not to exceed $435,000 over five years; and forwarding to Council for 
approval. (Funding Source: Various Funds) 

 Motion recommending an Agreement with Specialized Elevator Services LLC 
DBA Elevator Industries Inc., by utilizing the Competitive Bid Process with 
Region 4 Education Service Center via OMNIA Partners for Elevator 
Maintenance and Repair Services, for a two-year Agreement with three one-
year extension options, for an estimated annual amount $87,000, and a total 
amount not to exceed $435,000 over five years; and forwarding to Council for 
approval. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; Gabe daSilva, 209-342-2281, gdasilva@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending an Agreement 
with Specialized Elevator Services LLC DBA Elevator Industries Inc., by utilizing 
the Competitive Bid Process with Region 4 Education Service Center via OMNIA 
Partners for Elevator Maintenance and Repair Services, for a two-year Agreement 
with three one-year extension options, for an estimated annual amount $87,000, 
and a total amount not to exceed $435,000 over five years; and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 
Consent 
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4. Consider an Agreement with Clark Pest Control Inc., Modesto, CA for Pest Control 
Services for a total amount not to exceed $425,195 over five years; and forwarding to 
Council for approval. (Funding Source: Various funds) 

 Motion recommending an Agreement with Clark Pest Control Inc., by utilizing 
the Competitive Bid Process from Stanislaus County, CA for Pest Control 
Services, for a two-year Agreement with three one-year extension options, for 
an estimated annual amount $85,039, and a total amount not to exceed 
$425,195 over five years; and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; Gabe daSilva, 209-342-2281, gdasilva@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending an Agreement 
with Clark Pest Control Inc., by utilizing the Competitive Bid Process from 
Stanislaus County, CA for Pest Control Services, for a two-year Agreement with 
three one-year extension options, for an estimated annual amount $85,039, and a 
total amount not to exceed $425,195 over five years; and forwarding to Council for 
approval. 

 
Consent 
5. Consider an Agreement with Woodard and Curran, Sacramento, CA for an Asset 

Management Gap Analysis in the amount of $460,680, plus $92,136, if needed, for an 
Agreement total amount not to exceed $552,816, and forwarding to Council for 
approval. (Funding Source: Wastewater and Water Fund Reserves) 

 Motion recommending an Agreement with Woodard and Curran, Sacramento, 
CA, for an Asset Management Gap Analysis in the amount of $460,680, plus 
$92,136, if needed, for an Agreement total amount not to exceed $552,816, and 
forwarding to Council for approval.  

 Motion recommending approving an amendment to the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 
Non-Capital Improvement Program budget in the amount of $602,816, from 
Water and Wastewater reserves to fund Project Number 101719 - Asset 
Management Gap Analysis and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 UTILITIES; Jeff Daniels, 209-577-6255, jdaniels@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending an Agreement 
with Woodard and Curran, Sacramento, CA, for an Asset Management Gap 
Analysis in the amount of $460,680, plus $92,136, if needed, for an Agreement 
total amount not to exceed $552,816, and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending approving an 
amendment to the Fiscal Year 2025-2026 Non-Capital Improvement Program 
budget in the amount of $602,816, from Water and Wastewater reserves to fund 
Project Number 101719 - Asset Management Gap Analysis and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
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6. Consider an Agreement with the Software House International (SHI) Corporation of 
Somerset, New Jersey, for the City’s Microsoft “Enterprise Agreement” (MSEA) and 
additional Microsoft licensing, for a total amount not to exceed $3,409,621, over three 
years and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Information 
Technology Fund) 

 Motion recommending an Agreement with the SHI International Corporation of 
Somerset, New Jersey, for the City’s Microsoft “Enterprise 
Agreement”(MSEA) and additional Microsoft licensing, for a total amount not 
to exceed $3,409,621, over three years and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 IT; Kyle Ford, 209-571-5593, kford@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 3/0) Motion recommending an Agreement 
with the SHI International Corporation of Somerset, New Jersey, for the City’s 
Microsoft “Enterprise Agreement”(MSEA) and additional Microsoft licensing, for 
a total amount not to exceed $3,409,621, over three years and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 
7. Consider adoption of the 2026-2028 City of Modesto Smart City Strategy and 

forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion recommending the adoption of the 2026-2028 City of Modesto Smart 

City Strategy and forwarding to Council for approval. 
 IT; Dameon Booker, 209-577-5229, dbooker@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Bavaro/Wright; 3/0) Motion recommending the adoption of the 2026-
2028 City of Modesto Smart City Strategy and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
8. Consider an Agreement with Carollo Engineers, of Walnut Creek, CA, for the 

preparation of the Wastewater Engineer’s Report Update in the amount of $136,668, 
plus $13,667 in additional services (if needed) for an Agreement total not to exceed 
$150,335; an Agreement with Bartle Wells Associates, of Berkeley, CA, for the 
preparation of the Wastewater Rate and Fee Study in the amount of $188,600, plus 
$18,860 in additional services (if needed) for an Agreement total not to exceed 
$207,460 and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Wastewater Fund) 

 Motion recommending an Agreement with Carollo Engineers, of Walnut Creek, 
CA, for the Wastewater Engineer’s Report Update in the amount of $136,668, 
plus $13,667 in Additional Services, if needed, for an Agreement total amount 
not to exceed $150,335 and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 Motion recommending an Agreement with Bartle Wells Associates, of 
Berkeley, CA, for the Wastewater Rate and Fee Study in the amount of 
$188,600, plus $18,860 in Additional Services, if needed, for an Agreement 
total amount not to exceed $207,460 and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 Motion recommending an Amendment to the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Multi-Year 
Program Budget in the amount of $407,795 to fund the Wastewater Engineer’s 
Report Update and Rate Study Project and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 UTILITIES; Jim Alves, 209-571-5557, jalves@modestogov.com   
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ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending an Agreement 
with Carollo Engineers, of Walnut Creek, CA, for the Wastewater Engineer’s 
Report Update in the amount of $136,668, plus $13,667 in Additional Services, if 
needed, for an Agreement total amount not to exceed $150,335 and forwarding to 
Council for approval. 

 
ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending an Agreement 
with Bartle Wells Associates, of Berkeley, CA, for the Wastewater Rate and Fee 
Study in the amount of $188,600, plus $18,860 in Additional Services, if needed, 
for an Agreement total amount not to exceed $207,460 and forwarding to Council 
for approval. 

 
ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Bavaro; 3/0) Motion recommending an Amendment 
to the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Multi-Year Program Budget in the amount of $407,795 
to fund the Wastewater Engineer’s Report Update and Rate Study Project and 
forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
This meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 
 

Attest:                                            
Andrea Cook, Deputy City Clerk
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MINUTES 

City of Modesto 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Chambers, Basement Level 

Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 
Modesto, California 

Tuesday, February 24, 2026 at 5:30 PM 
 

Special City Council/Redevelopment Successor Agency – Closed Session Meeting 4:30 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present: Councilmembers Alvarez, Bavaro, Escutia-Braaton, Ricci, Williams,  
                                       Wright, Mayor Zwahlen       
                        Absent:   None 
 
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest: Councilmember Alvarez recused himself on the Closed 
Session item that pertains to the real property negotiation. 
 
Regular City Council Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present: Councilmembers Alvarez, Bavaro, Escutia-Braaton, Ricci, Williams,  
                                       Wright, Mayor Zwahlen 
                         Absent:  None 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 

Invocation: Father Brian Dawson, St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
 

City Clerk’s Announcements: None. 
 

Declaration of Conflicts of Interest: Item 7 and 15 – Vice-Mayor Williams recused due to 
location of project to Real Property Interest.  Item 10 - Councilmember Alvarez recused due to 
prior employment. 

 
Reports from Closed Session: No Reportable Action. 

 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
1. Consider accepting the resignation of Abimael Chavez-Hernandez from the Citizens’ 

Salary Setting Commission and approving the appointment of Seth Simas to the 
Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission to serve a partial unexpired term expiring on 
December 31, 2028. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution accepting the resignation of Abimael Chavez-Hernandez from the 
Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission. 
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 Resolution appointing Seth Simas to serve an unexpired partial term with an 
expiration of December 31, 2028 to serve on the Citizens’ Salary Setting 
Commission. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Williams; 7/0) Resolution 2026-039 accepting the 
resignation of Abimael Chavez-Hernandez from the Citizens’ Salary Setting 
Commission. 

 
ACTION: (Escutia-Braaton/Williams; 7/0) Resolution 2026-040 appointing Seth 
Simas to serve an unexpired partial term with an expiration of December 31, 2028 to 
serve on the Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission. 

 
2. Consider approving the appointment of Margie Johnson as the Citizen’s Housing and 

Community Development Committee (CH&CDC) Representative to the Housing 
Rehabilitation Loan Committee (HRLC), with a term expiration of December 31, 2026. 
(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
Staff Recommendation: 

 Resolution approving the appointment of Margie Johnson to the Housing 
Rehabilitation Loan Committee as a Citizen’s Housing and Community 
Development (CH&CDC) Representative with a term expiration of December 
31, 2026. 

 CED; Edgar Garcia, 209-571-5101, edgarcia@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Alvarez/Wright; 7/0) Resolution 2026-041 approving the appointment of 
Margie Johnson to the Housing Rehabilitation Loan Committee as a Citizen’s Housing 
and Community Development (CH&CDC) Representative with a term expiration of 
December 31, 2026. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 
 Lucas S. urged the Mayor and Council to address rising vandalism, including 

graffiti and property damage, saying it harms safety and neighborhood pride. He 
called for stronger enforcement, better lighting, faster cleanup, and community 
partnerships, and asked what actions the City is taking. 

 
 Sebastian Jones suggested the City consider investing in drones for public safety 

instead of relying on its noisy airplane. After seeing drone programs in other cities, 
he said drones could respond quickly to 911 calls, monitor crowds, provide night 
vision recording, and potentially reduce costs. He encouraged the Council to 
review the plane’s expenses and explore using drones as a more efficient, future-
focused alternative. 

 
 Derek Castle, speaking for local neighborhood and running groups, urged the 

Council to address dangerous e-bike speeds on the Dry Creek and Virginia 
Corridor trails. He shared examples of two community members who were 
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seriously injured after being struck by speeding cyclists. While supportive of e-
bikes, he asked the City to adopt an Ordinance similar to Oakland’s, limiting bikes 
to 5 mph when passing pedestrians, saying it would be a simple, low-cost way to 
improve safety and prevent further injuries. 

 
 Written General Public Comments Received. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 CITY CLERK; City Clerk, 209-577-5396, cityclerk@modestogov.com   
 

CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED 
ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 1-6, 8-9, 11-14 (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) 
 

CONSENT 
 

Consent 
3. Consider approving the Minutes for the February 10, 2026 Council Meeting. (Funding 

Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion approving the Minutes for the February 10, 2026 Council Meeting. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Motion approving the Minutes for the February 10, 
2026 Council Meeting. 

 
Consent 
4. Consider approving Final Adoption of Ordinance 3806-C.S. approving Tivoli Specific 

Plan Amendment No. 6 to Amend the Chapter 3 Street Hierarchy Diagram to change 
the classification of Oakdale Road and Claratina Avenue from six lane arterial streets 
to four lane arterial streets, and to amend text in Chapter 9 relative to specific plan 
administration, and to reaffirm prior major amendments to the Tivoli Specific Plan 
adopted by City Council Resolution. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion approving Final Adoption of Ordinance 3806-C.S. approving Tivoli 
Specific Plan Amendment No. 6 to Amend the Chapter 3 Street Hierarchy 
Diagram to change the classification of Oakdale Road and Claratina Avenue 
from six lane arterial streets to four lane arterial streets, and to amend text in 
Chapter 9 relative to specific plan administration, and to reaffirm prior major 
amendments to the Tivoli Specific Plan adopted by City Council Resolution. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5397, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Motion approving Final Adoption of Ordinance 
3806-C.S. approving Tivoli Specific Plan Amendment No. 6 to Amend the Chapter 3 
Street Hierarchy Diagram to change the classification of Oakdale Road and Claratina 
Avenue from six lane arterial streets to four lane arterial streets, and to amend text in 
Chapter 9 relative to specific plan administration, and to reaffirm prior major 
amendments to the Tivoli Specific Plan adopted by City Council Resolution. 

 
Consent 
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5. Consider approving the sale of 10,000 square feet of surplus exempt property identified 
as Assessor’s Parcel Number 133-001-026 located at Frazine Rd. in the amount of 
$75,000, and the sale of 2,474 square feet of surplus exempt property identified as 
Assessor’s Parcel Number 029-012-050 located at Carpenter Rd. in the amount of 
$10,000. (Funding Source: Water Fund) 

 Resolution approving the sale of 10,000 square feet of surplus exempt property 
identified as Assessor’s Parcel Number 133-001-026, located at Frazine Rd. in 
the amount of $75,000 to Troy Nolan Wells and authorizing the City Manager, 
or his designee, to execute the Purchase and Sale Agreement and all related 
documents required to complete the transaction. 

 Resolution approving the sale of 2,474 square feet of surplus exempt property 
identified as Assessor’s Parcel Number 029-012-050 located at Carpenter Rd. 
in the amount of $10,000 to Jason Schlarb and authorizing the City Manager, or 
his designee, to execute the Purchase and Sale Agreement and all related 
documents required to complete the transaction. 

 CITY MANAGER; Scotty Douglass, 209-577-9149, sdouglass@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-042 approving the sale of 10,000 
square feet of surplus exempt property identified as Assessor’s Parcel Number 133-
001-026, located at Frazine Rd. in the amount of $75,000 to Troy Nolan Wells and 
authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the Purchase and Sale 
Agreement and all related documents required to complete the transaction. 

 
ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-043 approving the sale of 2,474 
square feet of surplus exempt property identified as Assessor’s Parcel Number 029-
012-050 located at Carpenter Rd. in the amount of $10,000 to Jason Schlarb and 
authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the Purchase and Sale 
Agreement and all related documents required to complete the transaction. 

 
Consent 
6. Consider approving the Fiscal Year 2024-25 Write-off and Adjustment Reports 

through Fiscal Year-End June 30, 2025, in the total amount of $113,621. (Funding 
Source: Various Funds) 

 Resolution approving the Fiscal Year 2024-25 Write-off and Adjustments 
Report through Fiscal Year-End June 30, 2025 in the total amount of $113,621 
and directing a report of disposition to be filed with the City Clerk. 

 CED; Edgar Garcia, 209-571-5101, edgarcia@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-044 approving the Fiscal Year 
2024-25 Write-off and Adjustments Report through Fiscal Year-End June 30, 2025 in 
the total amount of $113,621 and directing a report of disposition to be filed with the 
City Clerk. 

 
Removed from Consent 
7. Consider approving a Second Amendment with Kosmont Companies to expand the 

scope of services to include fiscal and economic impact analysis, market and financial 
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feasibility review, public funding and financing advisory, and negotiation support 
related to a proposed sports and multi-use development project. (Funding Source: 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds) 

 Resolution approving a Second Amendment with Kosmont Companies to 
expand the scope of services to include fiscal and economic impact analysis, 
market and financial feasibility review, public funding and financing advisory, 
and negotiation support related to a proposed sports and multi-use development 
project, and authorizing the City Manager, or designee, to execute the Second 
Amendment. 

 CED; Taranjot Khehra, 209-577-5239, tkhehra@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Bavaro/Wright; 6/0; Williams Recused) Resolution 2026-045 approving 
a Second Amendment with Kosmont Companies to expand the scope of services to 
include fiscal and economic impact analysis, market and financial feasibility review, 
public funding and financing advisory, and negotiation support related to a proposed 
sports and multi-use development project, and authorizing the City Manager, or 
designee, to execute the Second Amendment. 

 
Consent 
8. Consider granting two non-exclusive easements to Modesto Irrigation District for 

electrical utility access on a portion of César E. Chávez Park (APN 103-018-001). 
(Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Resolution approving two non-exclusive easements to Modesto Irrigation 
District for electrical utility access on a portion of César E. Chavez Park (APN 
103-018-001) and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the 
easements. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Nathan Houx, 209-571-5526, nhoux@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-046 approving two non-exclusive 
easements to Modesto Irrigation District for electrical utility access on a portion of 
César E. Chavez Park (APN 103-018-001) and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute the easements. 

 
Consent 
9. Consider dedication and acceptance of a Public Utility Easement and Irrigation 

Easement on City-owned parcel (APN 085-003-093) near the northwest corner of 
Briggsmore Avenue and Claus Road. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Resolution approving the dedication and acceptance of a Public Utility 
Easement and Irrigation Easement on City-owned property (Assessor’s Parcel 
Number 085-003-093) near the northwest corner of Briggsmore Avenue and 
Claus Road, and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute and 
record the necessary documents. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Jaspreet Mangat, 209-577-5253, 
jmangat@modestogov.com   
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ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-047 approving the dedication and 
acceptance of a Public Utility Easement and Irrigation Easement on City-owned 
property (Assessor’s Parcel Number 085-003-093) near the northwest corner of 
Briggsmore Avenue and Claus Road, and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute and record the necessary documents. 

 
Removed from Consent 
10. Consider approving an additional payment of $70,150 for a total amount not to exceed 

$350,872 to Pacific Gas & Electric for Relocation of Gas Line Infrastructure for the 
State Route 132 Phase 1 Project. (Funding Source: Capital Facility Fees) 

 Resolution approving an additional payment of $70,150 for a total amount not 
to exceed $350,872 to Pacific Gas & Electric for Relocation of Gas Line 
Infrastructure for the State Route 132 Phase 1 Project. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Toby Wells, 209-571-5542, twells@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Escutia-Braaton; 6/0; Alvarez Recused) Resolution 2026-048 
approving an additional payment of $70,150 for a total amount not to exceed $350,872 
to Pacific Gas & Electric for Relocation of Gas Line Infrastructure for the State Route 
132 Phase 1 Project. 

 
Consent 
11. Consider an Agreement for the furnishing of City-Wide Shredding Services to Pacific 

Storage Company, Modesto, CA for a total amount not to exceed $165,000 over five 
years. (Funding Source: Various Funds) 

 Resolution approving the Award of Bid and Agreement for City-Wide 
Shredding Services to Pacific Storage Company, Modesto, CA for a two-year 
agreement with three one-year extension options, for an estimated annual 
amount of $33,000 and a total amount not to exceed $165,000 over five years; 
and authorizing the City Manager or his designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Dianne Love, 209-571-5164, dlove@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-049 approving the Award of Bid 
and Agreement for City-Wide Shredding Services to Pacific Storage Company, 
Modesto, CA for a two-year agreement with three one-year extension options, for an 
estimated annual amount of $33,000 and a total amount not to exceed $165,000 over 
five years; and authorizing the City Manager or his designee, to execute the 
Agreement. 

 
Consent 
12. Consider approving the use of proceeds, credits, or reimbursements, from the sale or 

recycling of expended brass shell casings, with any vendor providing such services, 
including the existing credit of $16,990 with Miwall Corporation, Grass Valley, CA, to 
be applied toward the purchase of new ammunition for the Modesto Police 
Department. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Resolution approving the use of proceeds, credits, or reimbursements, from the 
sale or recycling of expended brass shell casings, with any vendor providing 
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such services, including the existing credit of $16,990 with Miwall Corporation, 
Grass Valley, CA, to be applied toward the purchase of new ammunition for the 
Modesto Police Department. 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT; Jessica Nicholson, 209-572-9500, 
nicholsonje@modestopd.com   

 
ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-050 approving the use of 
proceeds, credits, or reimbursements, from the sale or recycling of expended brass shell 
casings, with any vendor providing such services, including the existing credit of 
$16,990 with Miwall Corporation, Grass Valley, CA, to be applied toward the purchase 
of new ammunition for the Modesto Police Department. 

 
Consent 
13. Consider approving the Purchasing Agreement for the purchase of Transmission Parts 

and Repair Services with AG Transmission Repair, Oakdale, CA, Valley Transmission, 
Modesto, CA and Mello Transmission Company, Inc., Modesto, CA for a total amount 
not to exceed $750,000 over five years. (Funding Source: Fleet Fund, Outside Service 
Agreements) 

 Resolution approving the Purchasing Agreements with AG Transmission 
Repair, Oakdale, CA, Valley Transmission, Modesto, CA and Mello 
Transmission Company, Inc., Modesto, CA for Transmission Parts and Repair 
Services for a two-year Agreement with three one-year extension options, for 
an estimated annual amount of $150,000 and a total amount not to exceed 
$750,000 over five years; and authorizing the Director of Finance to adjust 
agreement totals between agreements and department’s needs, ensuring the 
combined total amount does not change; and authorizing the City Manager, or 
his designee, to execute the Agreements. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; Gabe daSilva, 209-342-2281, gdasilva@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-051 approving the Purchasing 
Agreements with AG Transmission Repair, Oakdale, CA, Valley Transmission, 
Modesto, CA and Mello Transmission Company, Inc., Modesto, CA for Transmission 
Parts and Repair Services for a two-year Agreement with three one-year extension 
options, for an estimated annual amount of $150,000 and a total amount not to exceed 
$750,000 over five years; and authorizing the Director of Finance to adjust agreement 
totals between agreements and department’s needs, ensuring the combined total 
amount does not change; and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute 
the Agreements. 

 
Consent 
14. Consider approving the First Amendment with California Material Inc. for Material 

Hauling Services, increasing the Agreement amount by $621,746 to a new total amount 
not to exceed $1,246,746 over the term of the Agreement. (Funding Source: Compost 
Fund) 

 Resolution approving the First Amendment with California Materials Inc., for 
Material Hauling Services, increasing the Agreement amount by $621,746, to a 
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new estimated annual amount of $280,437, with a new total amount not to 
exceed $1,246,746 over the term of the Agreement, and authorizing the City 
Manager, or his designee, to execute the Amendment. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; John Chavez, 209-577-5453, jchavez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Resolution 2026-052 approving the First 
Amendment with California Materials Inc., for Material Hauling Services, increasing 
the Agreement amount by $621,746, to a new estimated annual amount of $280,437, 
with a new total amount not to exceed $1,246,746 over the term of the Agreement, and 
authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the Amendment. 

 
Removed from Consent 
15. Consider approving the Plans and Specifications for the Highway 99 Water Main 

Crossings Improvements Project, accepting the Bid and Awarding a Construction 
Contract to Rolfe Construction Inc., of Atwater, CA in the amount of $1,436,035, 
authorizing 20% in contingency (if needed), for a total payment amount not to exceed 
$1,723,242. (Funding Source: Water Fund) 

 Resolution approving the Plans and Specifications for the Highway 99 Water 
Main Crossings Improvements Project, accepting the Bid and awarding a 
Construction Contract to Rolfe Construction Inc., of Atwater, CA in the amount 
of $1,436,035, authorizing the Director of Engineering Services to approve 
Change Orders up to the cumulative amount of $287,207, 20% of the original 
Contract price, for a total payment amount not to exceed $1,723,242 and 
authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the Contract. 

 Resolution amending the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Capital Improvement Program 
Budget in the amount of $1,849,505 to fund the Construction Phase of the 
Highway 99 Water Main Crossings Improvements Project and authorizing the 
City Manager, or his designee, to implement the provision of the Resolution. 

 UTILITIES; David Felix, 209-577-5488, dfelix@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 6/0; Williams Recused) Resolution 2026-053 
approving the Plans and Specifications for the Highway 99 Water Main Crossings 
Improvements Project, accepting the Bid and awarding a Construction Contract to 
Rolfe Construction Inc., of Atwater, CA in the amount of $1,436,035, authorizing the 
Director of Engineering Services to approve Change Orders up to the cumulative 
amount of $287,207, 20% of the original Contract price, for a total payment amount 
not to exceed $1,723,242 and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute 
the Contract. 

 
ACTION: (Bavaro/Escutia-Braaton; 6/0; Williams Recused) Resolution 2026-054 
amending the Fiscal Year 2025-26 Capital Improvement Program Budget in the 
amount of $1,849,505 to fund the Construction Phase of the Highway 99 Water Main 
Crossings Improvements Project and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to 
implement the provision of the Resolution. 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS & REPORTS 
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 Vice-Mayor Williams announced several upcoming Black History Month events, 

including an ongoing African American history exhibit at the local museum 
through March 12. He also highlighted a clergy-focused Black History Month 
program hosted by the Cesar Chavez Committee and another program by the King 
Kennedy Board, both taking place this week, with requested donations to attend. 

 
 Councilmember Ricci addressed two major issues: the long-standing and costly 

problem of county pockets, which he said could take decades more to resolve 
without new financing tools to help homeowners fund infrastructure upgrades, and 
concerns about the animal shelter. He criticized the shelter’s recent fee 
recommendations as disconnected from operational realities and urged immediate 
action to address ongoing issues such as spay and neuter services and intake 
capacity. 

 
 Councilmember Alvarez highlighted a $30 million investment in infrastructure 

improvements for the Colorado Rouse neighborhood, bringing sidewalks, ADA 
upgrades, and water quality improvements to the area. He also recognized the 
City’s partnership with Modesto Gospel Mission and United Way to launch the 
Hope Works program, providing transitional employment for up to 68 individuals 
facing homelessness. Lastly, he announced an upcoming Community Connect 
event hosted by El Concilio and South Modesto Business United. 

 
 Councilmember Bavaro advised that his District 4 Advisory Committee will be 

touring the Real Time Crime Center at the Modesto police Department followed 
by a briefing from the Police Chief on 2025 crime reduction. 

 
 Councilmember Escutia-Bratton highlighted recent events celebrating Modesto’s 

firefighters and police, praising their dedication, professionalism, and commitment 
to public safety, and welcomed seven new police recruits to the community. 

 
 Mayor Zwahlen reported on several community activities, including touring 

county transportation projects like Colorado Rouse and Paradise Road, 
highlighting safety improvements and thanking Senator Susan Eggman for funding 
support. She spoke to Downey High School students, attended the Tim Tebow 
Foundation’s Night to Shine prom for special needs residents, and participated in a 
police promotion ceremony. She also announced the groundbreaking for Seventh 
Street Village on February 26th. 

 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
None. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
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16. Consider accepting Mayor Sue Zwahlen's Budget Message per Charter Section 1302.1 
for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget year. (Funding Source: All City Funds) 

 Motion to accept Mayor Sue Zwahlen's Budget Message per Charter Section 
1302.1 for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget year. 

 BUDGET; Stephan Christensen, 209-577-5390, schristensen@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Wright; 7/0) Motion to accept Mayor Sue Zwahlen's Budget 
Message per Charter Section 1302.1 for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget 
year. 

 
MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 

 
None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

This meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
 
 

Attest:____________________________ 
            Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

CITIZENS’ SALARY SETTING COMMISSION 
Special Meeting - Orientation 

Conference Room 2001, Second Floor 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California  95354 
 

Friday, February 27, 2026, at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Roll Call – Present:  Colleen Preston,  Roldon (Sandy) Sutton, Seth Simas,  
Steven Zagaris 
 

                   Absent:  Julie Saugstad (Excused Absence) 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
Three minute time limit per speaker 

None 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Orientation for new members to include the function of the Salary Setting Commission, 

Pursuant to Section 703 of the Charter and a brief overview on the provisions of the Brown 
Act by the City Attorney. (Alex Mog, Assistant City Attorney) 
 
ACTION:   Presentation by Assistant City Attorney 

 
2. Overview of the Bylaws. (Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk and Christina Alger, Director of 

Human Resources) 
 

ACTION:   Presentation by Staff 
 
3. Consider reviewing the Citizens Salary Setting Commission 2026 Timeline.  (Diane 

Nayares-Perez, City Clerk and Christina Alger, Director of Human Resources) 
 
ACTION:   Staff reviewed timeline with Commission members 

 
4. Consider discussing the calendar and locations for future meetings for the Citizens Salary 

Setting Commission. (Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk and Christina Alger, Director of 
Human Resources) 
 



02/27/2026 Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission 

59 
Friday, February 27, 2026 

 

ACTION:  (Simas/Sutton; 4/0; Saugstad Absent) Motion scheduling the following meeting 
dates in March as follows: March 2 at 3:30 pm; March 9 at 3:15 pm; March 16 at 3:15 pm; 
March 23 at 3:15 pm; and March 30 at 3:15 pm. 

 
5. Consider discussing information necessary for reviewing salaries of the City of Modesto 

Mayor and Councilmembers. (Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk and Christina Alger, 
Director of Human Resources) 
 

ACTION:  Commissioners requested the following information from Staff to be provided at the  
                    next meeting:  

 Current Boards and Committees Council serve on as a Councilmember/Mayor 
(also City Standing Committees) and their responsibilities. 

 Salary of Stanislaus County Judge and Median Income Stanislaus County  
 Benefit/Insurance Information for Council/Mayor (if any)  
 Reimbursement of Expenses for Council/Mayor  
 Current Salaries and Expenses of the Council/Mayor  
 Salaries for all other cities in Stanislaus County (nine incorporated cities within 

Stanislaus County: Ceres, Hughson, Modesto, Newman, Oakdale, Patterson, 
Riverbank, Turlock, and Waterford).  

 Salaries of Council/Mayor for like size cities (similar population, services, and 
Charter Cities)  

 Prior Recommendation of Salary Setting Commission 
 Support Staff assigned to Council and Mayor 
 Job Descriptions of the Mayor and Council   full-time or part-time) 
 Increase in population over the last two years 
 CPI over the last two years 
 Median household family income for the Modesto Metropolitan Area 
 Budget Projections in terms of Revenue for the next couple of years 

 
 

MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 
None 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned the meeting at 3:48 p.m. 
  
      Attest:  ____________________________ 
                    Diane Nayares-Perez, CMC, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

CITIZENS’ SALARY SETTING COMMISSION 
Special Meeting  

Conference Room 2001, Second Floor 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California  95354 
 

Monday, March 2, 2026, at 3:30 p.m. 
 
Roll Call – Present: Colleen Preston, Vice Chair, Julie Saugstad, Roldon (Sandy) Sutton Chair, 

Seth Simas, Steven Zagaris 
 
Absent:  None 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

None 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

SUBMITTING COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 
 

None 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

6. Appointment of Chair and Vice-Chair for the Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission.  
(Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk) 
 

ACTION:  (Saugstad/Zagaris; 5/0) Motion appointing Sandy Sutton as the Chair and Colleen 
Preston as the Vice Chair for the Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission 
 
7. Consider approving minutes from the Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission Special 

Orientation Meeting on February 27, 2026. (Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk) 
 

ACTION:  (Saugstad/Zagaris; 5/0) Motion approving the minutes from the Citizens’ Salary 
Setting Commission Special Orientation Meeting on February 27, 2026 as amended.  

 
8. Consider discussion of the methodology for determining salaries of City of Modesto 

Councilmembers. (Christina Alger, Director of Human Resources, and Diane Nayares-
Perez, City Clerk) 

 
ACTION: The Commission reviewed the information provided by staff requested by the 
Commission at the prior meeting. The Commission requested additional information from 
staff, in particular:  



03/02/2026 Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission 

61 
Monday, March 2, 2026 

 

 
 Participation of Councilmembers for their assigned committees.   
 Median salary of working individuals in Modesto. 
 Updated organization chart  
 Salaries of executive staff  
 Salary comparisons, include the 9 comparable cites, all cities in Stanislaus County, Charter 

cities with comparable population, comparable budget, and include if it is a charter or 
general law, strong mayor, etc. 

  
9. Consider discussion of the methodology for determining salaries of City of Modesto Mayor. 

(Christina Alger, Director of Human Resources, and Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk) 
 

ACTION: The Commission reviewed the information provided by staff requested by the 
Commission at the prior meeting. The Commission requested additional information from staff 
as outlined in the Action for Item 3. 
 

5.    Consider reviewing the Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission Timeline.  
(Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk) 
 
ACTION:   Staff reviewed timeline with Commission members 
 

MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 
 

None. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
There being no further business, Chairperson Sutton adjourned the meeting at 4:18 p.m. 
 
 
 

Attest: ____________________________ 
                  Diane Nayares-Perez, CMC, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 

City of Modesto 

 CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Chambers, Basement Level 

Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 
Modesto, California 

Tuesday, March 03, 2026 at 5:30 PM 
 

Regular City Council Meeting 5:30 p.m. 
Roll Call:         Present:  Councilmembers Alvarez, Bavaro, Escutia-Braaton, Ricci, Williams,  
                                       Wright, Mayor Zwahlen 
                         Absent:   None 
 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 

Invocation:  Mike Gunnarson, City Ministry Network 
 

City Clerk’s Announcements:  Item 13 will be continued to the March 10, 2026 City Council 
Meeting. 

 
Declaration of Conflicts of Interest:  None. 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. Presentation by Stanislaus Council of Governments regarding 2026 Regional 

Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy. (Funding Source: Not 
Applicable) 

 CITY MANAGER; Joseph Lopez, 209-577-5223, joelopez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: Michael Schmitt presented the 2026 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable 
Communities Strategy. 
 

 
2. Proclamation declaring March 2026 as National Women's History Month. (Funding 

Source: Not Applicable) 
 CITY COUNCIL; Breanna Griffin, 209-577-5421, bgriffin@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: Mayor Zwahlen presented the proclamation declaring March 2026 as National 
Women's History Month. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
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 Milt Trieweiler, a lifelong Stanislaus County resident, emphasized the responsibility of 
public officials to make rational, forward-looking decisions that protect Modesto’s 
unique farmland and natural resources for future generations. He urged the City to 
reject the 2050 sprawl proposals and instead pursue high-density infill development 
using existing infrastructure to accommodate growth sustainably without increasing 
taxes or repeating past planning failures. 

 
 Terhesa Gamboa announced an upcoming Woodland West neighborhood watch 

meeting to discuss community issues, including growth, and invited the public to 
attend. She supports preserving the rich agricultural soil in Wood Colony, stating that 
further development should be avoided to protect this unique resource. 

 
 Pedro Meza stated that he traveled to Modesto to inform City representatives that a 

Save Mart contractor replaced a long-standing unionized janitorial workforce with a 
non-union cleaning company. He explains that this change resulted in the loss of union 
representation, health benefits, and wages, and he asks City officials to encourage the 
company to restore those employment conditions. 

 
 Jesus Barrios stated that he traveled from Concord to Modesto to reiterate concerns 

about Save Mart contractors replacing a unionized janitorial workforce with a non-
union company after decades of service. He explains that this change resulted in 
reduced wages, limited benefits, and loss of job protections, and he asks local officials 
to coordinate with other cities and counties to address the situation affecting him and 
his coworkers. 

 
 Mark Sharwood, a vice president of SEIU United Service Workers West, explained 

that the union represents janitors who have cleaned local supermarkets for decades and 
raises concerns about recent contractor changes affecting those workers. He asks the 
City Council to consider actions to address the issue, noting that comparable stores 
such as Safeway maintain union contracts and benefits, and that Save Mart, which is 
based in Modesto, could do the same. 

 
 Lydia and Lincoln Bertram introduced themselves as members of the Institute for 

Cultural Communicators, which teaches public speaking. They stated that they are 
attending the City Council meeting as part of an assignment for their group and 
thanked the City Council for the opportunity to come and observe the meeting. 

 
 Alex Garcia, a political organizer for SEIU United Service Workers West, addressed 

the City Council regarding Save Mart Supermarkets. He explained that the company 
replaced a long-standing union janitorial contract with a non-union contractor, resulting 
in reduced wages and loss of health benefits, and asked the Council to encourage Save 
Mart to return to a union contractor that honors the previous collective bargaining 
agreement. 

 
 Jerry Thompson, stated that he reviewed the questionnaire at the StanCOG table 

outside the Chambers and found it informative and educational. He noted that it 
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focuses on building within the City rather than urban sprawl, suggesting adaptive reuse 
of existing buildings for housing and mixed-use development, and recommended 
others review the questionnaire and its options. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED 

ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 3-12 (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) 
 

CONSENT 
 

Consent 
3. Consider approving the Minutes for the February 24, 2026 Council Meeting. (Funding 

Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion approving the Minutes for the February 24, 2026 Council Meeting. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Motion approving the Minutes for the 
February 24, 2026 Council Meeting. 

 
Consent 
4. Consider approving the updated City Council District Map to include annexed territory 

known as Founders Point East to District 5 pursuant to California Election Code 
Section 21625(a). (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Resolution approving the updated City Council District Map to include annexed 
territory known as Founders Point East to District 5 pursuant to California 
Election Code Section 21625(a). 

 CITY ATTORNEY; Jose Sanchez, 209-577-5284, jsanchez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-055 approving the 
updated City Council District Map to include annexed territory known as Founders 
Point East to District 5 pursuant to California Election Code Section 21625(a). 

 
Consent 
5. Consider directing staff to prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Engineer’s Annual 

Report for City of Modesto Landscape Maintenance Assessment District No. 1 (Dry 
Creek Meadows Subdivisions Nos. 1-6). (Funding Source: Landscape Maintenance 
Assessment District No. 1) 

 Resolution directing staff to prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 
Engineer’s Annual Report for City of Modesto Landscape Maintenance 
Assessment District No. 1 (Dry Creek Meadows Subdivisions Nos. 1-6) and 
designating the City Engineer as the Engineer of Work. 

 CED; Sean Rando, 209-577-5211, srando@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-056 directing staff to 
prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Engineer’s Annual Report for City of 
Modesto Landscape Maintenance Assessment District No. 1 (Dry Creek Meadows 
Subdivisions Nos. 1-6) and designating the City Engineer as the Engineer of Work. 
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Consent 
6. Consider directing staff to prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Engineer’s Annual 

Report for City of Modesto Landscape Maintenance Assessment District No. 2 (Dry 
Creek Meadows Subdivisions Nos. 7-10, Creekwood Meadows Subdivision and 
Yosemite Meadows Subdivisions Units 1 and 2). (Funding Source: Landscape 
Maintenance Assessment District No. 2) 

 Resolution directing staff to prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 
Engineer’s Annual Report for City of Modesto Landscape Maintenance 
Assessment District No. 2 (Dry Creek Meadows Subdivisions Nos. 7-10, 
Creekwood Meadows Subdivision and Yosemite Meadows Subdivisions Units 
1 and 2) and designating the City Engineer as the Engineer of Work. 

 CED; Sean Rando, 209-577-5211, srando@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-057 directing staff to 
prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Engineer’s Annual Report for City of 
Modesto Landscape Maintenance Assessment District No. 2 (Dry Creek Meadows 
Subdivisions Nos. 7-10, Creekwood Meadows Subdivision and Yosemite Meadows 
Subdivisions Units 1 and 2) and designating the City Engineer as the Engineer of 
Work. 

 
Consent 
7. Consider directing staff to prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Engineer’s Annual 

Report for City of Modesto Shackelford Landscape and Lighting District. (Funding 
Source: Shackelford Landscape and Lighting District) 

 Resolution directing staff to prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 
Engineer’s Annual Report for City of Modesto Shackelford Landscape and 
Lighting District and designating the City Engineer as the Engineer of Work. 

 CED; Sean Rando, 209-577-5211, srando@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-058 directing staff to 
prepare and file the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Engineer’s Annual Report for City of 
Modesto Shackelford Landscape and Lighting District and designating the City 
Engineer as the Engineer of Work. 

 
Consent 
8. Consider accepting the Monthly Investment Report for November 2025. (Funding 

Source: Various Funds) 
 Motion accepting the Monthly Investment Report for November 2025. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Calogero Maniscalco, 209-577-5219, 
cmaniscalco@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Motion accepting the Monthly 
Investment Report for November 2025. 

 
Consent 
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9. Consider accepting an Informational Report for the December 2025 Accounts Payable 
Payment Register and Void Report. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion accepting an Informational Report for the December 2025 Accounts 
Payable Payment Register and Void Report. 

 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Maria Garnica, 209-577-5249, 
mgarnica@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Motion accepting an Informational 
Report for the December 2025 Accounts Payable Payment Register and Void Report. 

 
Consent 
10. Consider accepting an Informational Report on the November and December 2025 

Grant Applications and Awards. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 
 Motion accepting an Informational Report for November and December 2025, 

Grant Applications and Awards. 
 FINANCE DEPARTMENT; Maria Garnica, 209-577-5249, 

mgarnica@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Motion accepting an Informational 
Report for November and December 2025, Grant Applications and Awards. 

 
Consent 
11. Consider approving the Community/Special Event and Program Grants providing 

$2,500 in in-kind support and $5,000 in grant funding and authorizing $5,000 in in-
kind support and $10,000 in financial funding support through the City’s co-
sponsorship program, for events and programs planned in the second half of Fiscal 
Year 2025-2026. (Funding Source: General Fund) 

 Resolution approving Community/Special Event and Program Grants providing 
$2,500 in in-kind support and $5,000 in grant funding for eligible events and 
authorizing $5,000 in in-kind support and $10,000 in financial funding support 
through the City’s co-sponsorship program during the second half of Fiscal 
Year 2025-2026. 

 PRN; Jeremy Rogers, 209-577-5347, jrogers@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-059 approving 
Community/Special Event and Program Grants providing $2,500 in in-kind support 
and $5,000 in grant funding for eligible events and authorizing $5,000 in in-kind 
support and $10,000 in financial funding support through the City’s co-sponsorship 
program during the second half of Fiscal Year 2025-2026. 

 
Consent 
12. Consider approving the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the City of 

Modesto (City) and Stanislaus County (County) for the provision of rock well 
maintenance services at Charles M. Sharp Park, 1812 Torrid Avenue, Modesto, CA. 
(Funding Source: Storm Drain Fund) 
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 Resolution approving the Memorandum of Understanding between the City of 
Modesto and Stanislaus County for the provision of rock well maintenance 
services at Charles M. Sharp Park, located at 1812 Torrid Avenue, Modesto, 
CA, and authorizing the City Manager, or his designee, to execute the 
Agreement. 

 UTILITIES; Jeff Daniels, 209-577-6255, jdaniels@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Williams/Escutia-Braaton; 7/0) Resolution 2026-060 approving the 
Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Modesto and Stanislaus County 
for the provision of rock well maintenance services at Charles M. Sharp Park, located 
at 1812 Torrid Avenue, Modesto, CA, and authorizing the City Manager, or his 
designee, to execute the Agreement. 

 
COUNCIL COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
 Vice Mayor Williams announced an upcoming Women’s Month celebration on the 

26th at the DoubleTree Hotel, highlighting women in construction, including Mrs. 
Carol, who has operated a women-owned business for over 60 years. He also 
acknowledges his wife in honor of the occasion. 

 
 Councilmember Ricci addressed several local issues, noting traffic safety concerns at 

the Carpenter and Briggsmore intersection, and urging adjustments to improve safety. 
He also addressed the reductions in janitorial contracts at Save Mart that affect wages, 
benefits, and pensions. He also called for regulations to address safety concerns with 
bike takeovers and increasing e-bike use on trails. 

 
 Councilmember Bavaro addressed three topics: a recent tour of the Real-Time Crime 

Center with District Four residents, safety concerns related to e-bikes on trails, and the 
impact of reduced wages and lost benefits for local employees. He noted that when 
employers cut benefits, costs may shift to public programs, and he emphasized the 
importance of providing living wages and benefits to prevent financial hardship and 
homelessness among workers. 

 
 Councilmember Alvarez noted that the City has limited authority over private 

companies like Save Mart, but emphasized that the company’s decision to reduce 
wages and benefits impacts workers, the local economy, and public resources. He also 
highlighted ongoing local projects, including the Seventh Street Village mixed-use 
affordable housing development and the Dryden Park Golf Course Clubhouse 
renovation, and concluded with condolences for the passing of veteran and community 
advocate Basilio Basel Jr. 

 
 Councilmember Wright praised the police department for reducing crime and 

highlighted the recent installation of red-light cameras to improve intersection safety. 
He also emphasized the importance of ensuring that new housing is paired with quality 
local jobs and affordable transportation to support the community and reduce 
commuting. 



03/03/2026 City Council 

68 
Tuesday, March 3, 2026 

 

 
 Councilmember Escutia-Braaton announced that she would be in Sacramento the 

following day participating in Valley Voice, meeting with Assembly members and 
Senators from eight Central Valley counties. She stated that the delegation would 
address issues including air quality, safety, mobility, transit funding, and passenger 
rail, aiming to secure resources and funding to benefit Modesto and the broader Central 
Valley. 

 
 Mayor Zwahlen reported on the third annual Black History Month celebration hosted 

by the Cesar Chavez Community Celebration Committee and attended the Larry Dean 
Crom End of Watch Memorial flag-raising honoring fallen police officers. She also 
addressed traffic safety measures, noting recent changes to intersections, emphasizing 
enforcement to prevent crashes, and acknowledging the work of law enforcement and 
firefighters in responding to incidents. 

 
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS & REPORTS 

 
None. 

 
HEARINGS 

 
Published in the Modesto Bee on February 11, 2026. - Item requested to be continued to the 
March 10, 2026 Council meeting. 
13. Hearing to consider an application to rezone 1.35 acres at 3213 Coffee Road, west of 

Thorsen Avenue, from Professional Office (P-O) Zone to Medium Density Residential 
(R-2) Zone. (Funding Source: Application Fees) 

  Motion to continue item to March 10, 2026. 
 CED; Katharine Martin, 209-577-5267, kamartin@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Ricci/Wright; 7/0) Motion to continue item to March 10, 2026. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
14. Consider accepting the Enterprise Risk Assessment Report dated January 5, 2026. 

(Funding Source: General Fund) 
 Motion accepting the Enterprise Risk Assessment Report. 

 CITY AUDITOR; Colleen Rozillis, 206-302-6795, crozillis@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 7/0) Motion accepting the Enterprise Risk Assessment 
Report. 

 
MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 

 
None.  

ADJOURNMENT 
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This meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
 

Attest:____________________________ 
            Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

  SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE / COUNCIL  
WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room. 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Wednesday, March 04, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

 
Roll Call: Present: Chair Williams, Vice-Chair Wright, Committee Member Alvarez 
  Absent: None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD  
None.  
 

COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 
 

None.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

1. Consider accepting the 2025 Annual Report of the City’s Citizen Advisory Boards, 
Commissions, and Committees, and forwarding to Council for acceptance. (Funding 
Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion accepting the 2025 Annual Report of the City’s Citizen Advisory 
Boards, Commissions and Committees and forwarding to Council for 
acceptance. 

 CITY CLERK; Diane Nayares-Perez, 209-577-5396, dnayaresperez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Alvarez/Wright; 3/0) Motion accepting the 2025 Annual Report of the 
City’s Citizen Advisory Boards, Commissions and Committees and forwarding to 
Council for acceptance. 

 
2. Consider appointment of four applicants to the Measure H Oversight Board to fill four 

vacancies for the remainder of terms expiring on December 31, 2029, and forwarding 
to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion recommending the appointment of four applicants to the Measure H 
Oversight Board to fill four vacancies for the remainder of terms expiring on 
December 31, 2029, and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 BUDGET; Stephan Christensen, 209-577-5390, schristensen@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 3/0) Motion recommending the appointment of Chris 
Guptill (District 4), Jesse Franco (District 6), Martha Martin (At Large), and 
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Monica Williams-Brown (At Large) to the Measure H Oversight Board to fill four 
vacancies for the remainder of terms expiring on December 31, 2029, and 
forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
3. Consider appointments to fill two vacancies on the City of Modesto Citizens Housing 

and Community Development Committee (CH&CDC), with a four-year term 
beginning March 2026 through December 31, 2030, and forwarding to Council for 
approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion recommending the appointment of two vacancies to the City of 
Modesto Citizens Housing and Community Development Committee for a four-
year term through December 31, 2030 and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 CED; Edgar Garcia, 209-571-5101, edgarcia@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 3/0) Motion recommending the appointment of Dr. 
Shammy Karim and Christian Simon to the City of Modesto Citizens Housing and 
Community Development Committee for a four-year term through December 31, 
2030 and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
4. Consider an appointment of one vacancy to the City of Modesto Blight Abatement 

Advisory Committee for a four-year term with an expiration date of December 31, 
2029, and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Not Applicable) 

 Motion recommending the appointment of one vacancy to the Modesto Blight 
Abatement Advisory Committee for a four-year term with an expiration date of 
December 31, 2029, and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 PUBLIC WORKS; John Chavez, 209-577-5453, jchavez@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Alvarez; 3/0) Motion recommending the appointment of 
Francisco Lepe to the Modesto Blight Abatement Advisory Committee for a four-
year term with an expiration date of December 31, 2029, and forwarding to Council 
for approval. 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

This meeting adjourned at 4:39 P.M.  
Attest:                                                         

Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk
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MINUTES 

City of Modesto 
CITIZENS’ SALARY SETTING COMMISSION 

Conference Room 2005, Second Floor 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California  95354 
 

Monday, March 9, 2026, at 3:15 p.m. 
 

Roll Call – Present: Julie Saugstad,  Seth Simas, Steven Zagaris, Colleen Preston, Vice Chair,  
Roldon (Sandy) Sutton, Chair 

 
                   Absent:   None 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
None. 
 
 

COMMENTS BY EMAIL 
 

Written Communication was received and provided to the Commission.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

10. Consider approving the minutes from the March 2, 2026 Citizens’ Salary Setting 
Commission meeting. (Diane Nayares-Perez, City Clerk) 
 
ACTION: (Preston/Simas; 5/0) Motion approving the minutes from the Citizens’ Salary 
Setting Commission Meeting on March 9, 2026.  
 

11. Consider discussion of the methodology for determining salaries of City of Modesto Mayor 
and Modesto Councilmembers. (Christina Alger, Director of Human Resources, and Diane 
Nayares-Perez, City Clerk) 
 
ACTION: The Commission reviewed the information provided by staff as requested by the 
Commission. In addition, the Commission discussed the data figures and methodology 
related to the salary recommendations for the City of Modesto Councilmembers and Mayor. 
Potential recommendations will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
12. Consider reviewing the Citizens’ Salary Setting Commission Timeline. (Diane Nayares-

Perez, City Clerk) 
 
ACTION: Staff reviewed timeline with Commission members. 
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MATTERS TOO LATE FOR THE AGENDA 
None. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

There being no further business, Chairperson Sutton adjourned the meeting at 4:17 p.m. 
 
 
 

Attest: ______________________________ 
                           Diane Nayares-Perez, CMC, City Clerk 
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MINUTES 
City of Modesto 

SAFETY AND COMMUNITIES COMMITTEE / COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP 

2001-40 Del Puerto Room. 
Tenth Street Place, 1010 10th Street 

Modesto, California 
Monday, March 09, 2026 at 4:00 PM 

 
 
Roll Call: Present:  Vice Chair Escutia-Braaton, Alternate Member Wright,  

   Alternate Member Zwahlen 
 
Absent:  Chair Ricci, Committee Member Williams 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 
 

 Kathy Hall-Boyer spoke about safety concerns related to e-bikes, citing her 
experience as a retired emergency physician and trauma instructor, as well 
as her use of local trails such as the Virginia Corridor and Dry Creek Trail. 
She noted a rise in e-bike-related injuries and fatalities and encouraged the 
City of Modesto to increase enforcement of existing laws, promote safety 
education, and consider measures such as helmet compliance checks and 
speed limits on shared-use paths, including a five-mile-per-hour passing 
rule. 

 
 Derek Castle expressed concerns about safety on the Virginia Corridor and 

Dry Creek Trail due to high-speed e-bike use. He urged the City of Modesto 
to adopt and post speed limits on the trails, stating that similar measures 
have been advocated by medical professionals and safety groups and could 
help reduce injuries. 

 
 
 

COMMENTS BY E-MAIL 
 

 
 None. 

 
CONSENT ITEMS – ROLL CALL VOTE REQUIRED: 

ACTION CONSENT ITEMS: 1-2 (Wright/Zwahlen; 3/0) 
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CONSENT 
 

Consent 
1. Consider the First Amendment with CSG Consultants, Inc of Foster City, CA. for Fire 

Prevention Plan Check Services increasing the Agreement amount by $164,000 for a 
total amount of $539,000 through the term of the Agreement and extending the term of 
the Agreement from June 30, 2026, to June 30, 2027; and forwarding to Council for 
approval. (Funding Source: General Fund) 

 Motion recommending the First Amendment with CSG Consultants, Inc., 
Foster City, CA. for the Fire Prevention Plan Check Services increasing the 
Agreement amount by $164,000 for a total amount of $539,000 through the 
term of the Agreement and extending the term of the Agreement from June 30, 
2026, to June 30, 2027; and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT; Shanon Evans, 209-572-9590, sevans@modestofire.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Zwahlen; 3/0) Motion recommending the First Amendment 
with CSG Consultants, Inc., Foster City, CA. for the Fire Prevention Plan Check 
Services increasing the Agreement amount by $164,000 for a total amount of 
$539,000 through the term of the Agreement and extending the term of the 
Agreement from June 30, 2026, to June 30, 2027; and forwarding to Council for 
approval. 

 
Consent 
2. Consider an Agreement with the State of California, Office of Emergency Services to 

provide reimbursement for eligible expenses related to the training and staffing of a 
HazMat Type 1 Team and forwarding to Council for approval. (Funding Source: 
General Fund) 

 Motion recommending an Agreement with the State of California, Office of 
Emergency Services to provide reimbursement for eligible expenses related to 
the training and staffing of a HazMat Type 1 Team and forwarding to Council 
for approval. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT; Shanon Evans, 209-572-9590, sevans@modestofire.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Zwahlen; 3/0) Motion recommending an Agreement with the 
State of California, Office of Emergency Services to provide reimbursement for 
eligible expenses related to the training and staffing of a HazMat Type 1 Team and 
forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
3. Consider repealing and replacing Chapters 1, 2, 3, 7, and 11 of Title 9 of the Modesto 

Municipal Code to adopt by reference, the 2025 California Building, Plumbing, 
Electrical, Mechanical, and Existing Building Codes and forwarding to Council for 
approval. (Funding Source: General Fund, Building Permit Fees) 

 Motion recommending Ordinances repealing and replacing Chapters 1, 2, 3, 7, 
and 11 of Title 9 of the Modesto Municipal Code to adopt by reference, the 
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2025 California Building, Plumbing, Electrical, Mechanical, and Existing 
Building Codes and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 CED; Oscar Diaz, 209-571-5885, odiaz@modestogov.com   
 

ACTION: (Wright/Zwahlen; 3/0) Motion recommending Ordinances repealing 
and replacing Chapters 1, 2, 3, 7, and 11 of Title 9 of the Modesto Municipal Code 
to adopt by reference, the 2025 California Building, Plumbing, Electrical, 
Mechanical, and Existing Building Codes and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
4. Consider the Plans and Specifications for the Retroreflective Backplates, LED Stop 

Signs Installation, Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB), HSIPSL 5059 (253, 
252, 251) Project, accepting the Bid and Awarding a Contract to St. Francis Electric, 
LLC, of San Leandro, CA, for a total amount not to exceed $2,716,890, and forwarding 
to Council for approval. (Funding Source: Highway Safety Improvement Program 
(HSIP) and Local Measure L Funds) 

 Motion recommending the Plans and Specifications for the Retroreflective 
Backplates, LED Stop Signs Installation, Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons 
(RRFB), HSIPSL 5059 (253, 252, 251) Project, accepting the Bid and 
Awarding a Contract to St. Francis Electric, LLC, of San Leandro, CA, in the 
amount of $2,264,075, and authorizing Change Orders up to a cumulative 
amount of $452,815, for a total Agreement amount not to exceed $2,716,890, 
and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Michael Sacuskie, 209-571-5552, 
msacuskie@modestogov.com   

 
ACTION: (Wright/Zwahlen; 3/0) Motion recommending the Plans and 
Specifications for the Retroreflective Backplates, LED Stop Signs Installation, 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB), HSIPSL 5059 (253, 252, 251) 
Project, accepting the Bid and Awarding a Contract to St. Francis Electric, LLC, of 
San Leandro, CA, in the amount of $2,264,075, and authorizing Change Orders up 
to a cumulative amount of $452,815, for a total Agreement amount not to exceed 
$2,716,890, and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
5. Consider the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Action Plan and adopting the 

Vision Zero Resolution Authorizing City staff to apply for SS4A Grant Implementation 
Funds to eliminate fatal and serious injury crashes and forwarding to Council for 
approval. (Funding Source: Safe Streets and Roads for All Grant and Measure L 
Funds) 

 Motion recommending the Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Action Plan 
and adopting the Vision Zero Resolution Authorizing City staff to apply for 
SS4A Grant Implementation Funds to eliminate fatal and serious injury crashes 
and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 ENGINEERING SERVICES; Michael Sacuskie, 209-571-5552, 
msacuskie@modestogov.com   
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ACTION: (Zwahlen/Wright; 3/0) Motion recommending the Safe Streets and 
Roads for All (SS4A) Action Plan and adopting the Vision Zero Resolution 
Authorizing City staff to apply for SS4A Grant Implementation Funds to eliminate 
fatal and serious injury crashes and forwarding to Council for approval. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
 This meeting adjourned at 4:48 p.m. 

 
 

Attest:                                            
Reyna Mendoza, Deputy City Clerk 

 


