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Upcom ing storm  drain election allow s
property owners to vote on increase

City W ide

G rants to
pay for park
equipm ent
The City of M odesto re-

cently received new grant
funding in excess of
$91,500 from  the California
Integrated W aste M anage-
m ent Board for enhance-
m ents to the com m unity.
The first grant will provide

for playground surfacing,
m ade from  recycled Califor-
nia waste tires, placed at the
new O rville W right Park.
Beard Brook Park will ben-

efit from  two grants with new
playground equipm ent and
surfacing, all m ade from  re-
cycled m aterials. The re-
cycled, cushion-like surfac-
ing w as installed at
Creekwood Park two years
ago.  The projects are slated
for later this year.

G rant funds also
were awarded to

the C ity of
Modesto

to develop
a quarterly business news-
letter to prom ote waste re-
duction, recycling and a m a-
terials exchange program  for
local businesses.  The first
publication is expected to be
com pleted in M ay 2002.

M odesto property owners
soon will have a chance to
weigh in on a four-year rate
increase to fund m ainten-
ance costs to the city’s storm
drain system .
Election ballots will be

m ailed to property owners
this m onth and m ust be
returned no later than April
29.
The ballot asks voters

either to accept or reject an
increase of 8 percent
effective July 1, 2002 and up
to 3.5 percent each year for
three years thereafter.
Storm  drain rates have not

increased since 1994.
Votes will be tallied only for

those ballots that are
returned by the April 29th
deadline.  The m easure will
pass only if a m ajority of the
returned ballots indicate
approval of the rate increase.
The 8 percent increase

translates into an increase of
26 cents each m onth for the
first year, for a hom eowner
with a lot size of 3,500 to
7,000 square feet.
The increase of up to 3.5

percent translates into 11 to
12 cents m onthly each year
for the next three years,
depending on actual costs of
m aintaining the sewer
system .
City officials say the

increase is needed to
m aintain a storm  drain
system  that has difficulty
m anaging rain water during
heavy storm s, and results in
pooling water on city streets.
Pooling water on the

roadway often weakens top-
layer pavem ent, causing
potholes and cracks in the
street. This in turn results in
m ore road m aintenance
costs that the city m ust incur.
The all-m ail ballots include

a lot size and rate schedule
allowing each hom eowner to
calculate the proposed rate
increase for his or her
property.
The City of M odesto will

host two workshops in April

to provide inform ation and
answer questions regarding
the upcom ing storm  drain
election.
W orkshops are slated from

7 to 9 p.m . on Thursday, April
11 at the King-Kennedy
Center, 601 N. M artin Luther
King Drive and on W ednes-
day, April 17 in the Basem ent
Cham bers of Tenth Street
Place, 1010 Tenth Street.
Questions about the city’s

storm  drain system  m ay be
directed to the city’s
Engineering & Transportation
577-5462.
Q uestions related to the

proposed rates m ay be
directed to the city’s Finance
Departm ent at 577-5395.

Significant potholes w ere evident along Sycam ore
Avenue this past winter.

April inform ation workshops slated –
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Before you pour
anything on the

ground, in a gutter
or down a storm
drain, stop and
think about what
you are doing!

URBAN RUNO FF
otherw ise know n as
storm  drain pollution, is
caused by m otor oil,
antifreeze, paints,  fer-
tilizers, pesticides, trash,
and household chem icals
that are poured or
washed down neighbor-
hood storm  drains or
rockwells.  Everything
that goes down a rockwell
or storm  drain flows into
the groundwater system
or directly into our creeks
and rivers.
Eventually, the runoff

reaches the San Joaquin
Delta and San Francisco
Bay.
Unlike the water that

goes down the drains in
kitchens and bathroom s,
storm  drain water is NOT
cleansed at the city's
sewage treatm ent facility.

Storm drains are not connected to household sewer

systems.  Storm drain pollutants  flow directly into

waterways and the ocean without treatment.

Dum ping one quart of m otor oil dow n a storm  drain can pollute
250,000 gallons of w ater.

W ho is
responsible for
Urban Runoff?
ANSW ER:  U R

On a rainy day have
you ever w ondered
w hat happens to...

• M otor oil on roads,

highways, parking lots,

driveways, and in storm

drains?

• O ld antifreeze discard-

ed in storm  gutters?

• Detergent from  wash-

ing cars?

• Trash and grim e from

parking lots, sidewalks

and streets?

• Fertilizers and pesti-

cides from  lawns and

gardens?

• Bare soil on hillsides?

• Pet waste from  lawns,

streets, and sidewalks?

RECYCLE used m otor
oil.  W hen changing your
car's oil, prevent spills by

placing card-
board under the
oil pan. Use ab-
sorbent m aterial
such as kitty lit-

ter to clean up spills.
Never pour used m otor oil
down storm  drains, on the
ground, or on driveways.
The City of M odesto of-

fers severalFREE pro-
gram s to recycle used oil
including Curbside Col-
lection, Certified Collec-
tion Centers, and the City-
County Hazardous W aste
Facility.  Do not m ix used
m otor oil with antifreeze,
transm ission fluid, gaso-
line, or other contam i-
nants. For m ore details,
call the Used O il Recy-

cling Hotline at 577-5493.
R EC YC LE car anti-

freeze. Never drain anti-
freeze directly onto the
ground or street. It is poi-
sonous to pets and wild-
life which are attracted to
its sweet sm ell and taste.
Call 525-4123 for details.
INSPECT and m aintain

your car regularly to pre-
vent leakage of oil, anti-
freeze, and other toxic flu-
ids. Use a drip
tray to catch
leaks where you
car is parked, or
kitty litter to clean up ex-
isting spills.
W A SH cars on un-

paved surfaces or at a
com m ercial car wash.
Leftover soapy w ater
should be poured down a
household sink or toilet.

Pollution prevention tips to know



RECYCLE unwanted chem icals such as
paint, pesticides and toxic cleaners at the City-
County Hazardous W aste Facility. W henever
possible, use non-toxic household products.

Use toxic products sparingly and follow directions care-
fully. Always store chem icals out of children's reach.
Never pour chem icals down storm  drains,
gutters or waterways. Call 525-4123 for de-
tails.
RINSE paint brushes in the sink when us-

ing water-based latex paint. W henever pos-
sible, avoid using oil-based paint. Recycle
unused paint, varnishes and solvents at the
City-County Hazardous W aste Facility. Call
525-4123 for details.

CONTROL erosion at construction sites by preventing
dirt and debris from  entering gutters and storm
drains. Use hay bales as a silt fence to pre-
vent runoff. W hen pouring concrete, keep run-
off out of storm  drains and waterways as it
clogs rockwells, pollutes groundwater, and hurts pets
and wildlife.
USE non-toxic alternatives to pesticides and organic

gardening techniques when possible. Plant native
California species which need less water than im ported

varieties.  Use herbicides, pesticides and
fertilizers sparingly. Follow label instructions
carefully. Do not apply products if rain is
forecast. Never dum p chem icals in gutters,

storm  drains or waterways. Never use m otor oil to kill
weeds, it can contam inate groundwater.
Recycle unwanted toxic products at the City-
County Hazardous W aste Facility. Call 525-
4123 for m ore details.
SW EEP driveways, patios, and sidewalks rather than
hosing them  off into gutters and storm  drains. Put lawn
clippings and leaves in a com post pile or in your green
waste garbage container.
W ATER only your garden and lawn, not your

driveways and sidewalks. Divert garden hoses and rain
spouts away from  paved surfaces to reduce the am ount
of water runoff entering storm  drains. Use a rain barrel
to collect water for watering flower beds and lawns.
PICK UP anim al wastes regularly and dispose of in

the toilet or black garbage container, not down the storm
drain.

M ore tips for preventing pollution
and protecting our waterways

Pull out your bicycle and
get ready for the annual
M odesto Bike to W ork Day,
slated for Thursday, M ay
16.
Here’s how it works:  in-

stead of driving to work, ride
your bicycle.  All bicycle
com m uters will be treated
to a free continental break-
fast at Tenth Street Place
from  6:30 a.m . to 8:30 a.m .
The first 100 riders will re-
ceive a free t-shirt and
goody bag.
Six bike routes will be led

by officers from  the City of
M odesto’s bike patrol.  All
six routes will end at Tenth
Street Place for the
celebration.
If you are com m uting

from  another city, sim ply
drive to one of the escorted
route pick up spots, park,

unload your bicycle and
ride in with a bicycle police
escort.

To join an escorted route,
select the one nearest your
hom e, m eet a bike officer
at the tim e on the schedule
chart, and ride safe with a
bicycle police officer to
downtown M odesto.

Route Tim e Pickup
A 6:30 a.m . Red Lobster Restaurant

6:50 a.m . Food M axx
7:10 a.m . Roseburg Square

B 6:30 a.m . Barnes & Noble
6:45 a.m . Sherwood & Bowen
7:10 a.m . Doctors M edical Center

C 6:30 a.m . NE Police Station
6:45 a.m . Coffee & Floyd
7:10 a.m . Richland M arket

D 6:30 a.m . Sipherd School
6:45 a.m . Century Center
7:00 a.m . Gould M edical Foundation

E 6:30 a.m . Richland M arket
6:50 a.m . Capitsrano School
7:10 a.m . La Lom a Jr. High School

F 6:30 a.m . Hom e Depot
6:50 a.m . Crossroads Center
7:10 a.m . M odesto Jr. College/east cam pus

Bike to W ork on M ay 16th

Junior High teacher Elaine
Gorm an puts a little hum or
into her bicycle com m ute by
w earing a “crazy” helm et
with horns.

Police Escorted Routes

M arkYour Calendars for

Earth Day 2002!
Saturday, April 20
10 a.m . - 6 p.m .
G raceada Park



Every tim e I drive down
“G” Street with m y parents, I
love to tim e the traffic signals
so that we can go all the way
down the street without stop-
ping at a red light. I always
say, “Just go 27 m iles per
hour.” If we do that we don’t
hit any red lights.”  Yet  this
doesn’t w ork on other
streets.

That’s because som e
streets are on tim ers and
som e are not. It is a traffic-
balanced situation.
The green light lasts long

enough to let enough cars
through to avoid backing up
the traffic.  This m akes it fair
to drivers in both directions.
Som etim es pedestrians

push the button to turn the
light green so they can walk

across the street. M any
tim es I have run down the
street, racing m y friends, to
push the button first.  I’ve al-
ways wondered if
the buttons really
work.
M ike Filan,

M odesto’s electri-
cal supervisor,
said that there is
a sensor that tells
the control box a
pedestrian is
waiting.

S im ilarly,
m any intersec-
tions have one of
two types of sensors for cars
-- m otion sensor cam eras on
top of som e of the traffic sig-
nals or underground sensors
known as “loops.”

A “loop” is a sensor im -
bedded in the asphalt. It is
program m ed to sense when
a car is approaching a red
light and will turn the light
green if there is no cross traf-
fic. “Loops” are triggered by
the weight of the car cross-
ing them .

M odesto’s Traffic Engi-

neer Firoz Vohra and his
team  of traffic specialists en-
gineer all the lights in the city.

They coordinate every-
thing related to
m oving traffic
through M odes-
to’s intersections,
including traffic
signals, signs,
street m arkings,
and roundabouts.
Six cam eras fo-

cused on key in-
te rs e c tio n s
around the city al-
low traffic to be
m onitored in a

room  on the fourth floor of
City Hall.
The cam eras  are posi-

tioned so you can’t see the
drivers or the license plates.
Traffic engineers can watch
the m onitors as they rotate
through different intersec-
tions.
The city’s traffic engineers

are working to im plem ent
new ideas and continue to
work for safer, m ore innova-
tive ways to m ove traffic
around our com m unity.

Each year the State of
California, through its W aste
Reduction Awards Program
(W R AP), honors busi-
nesses that m ake great
strides towards waste re-
duction and recycling.
Locally, 2001 W RAP win-

ners include M em orial Hos-
pitals Association, Safeway
Inc., Save M art Superm ar-
kets, M ervyn’s and Target
Stores.  Each business is
awarded the honor to use
the W RAP winner logo on all
advertising.

David Paladini

TH R O U G H TH E EY E S O F O UR STUD EN T R EPO RTER

Sensing changes in traffic signals

The City of M odesto is offering free backyard
com posting classes to M odesto residents.

W ednesday Classes
April 24th

Septem ber 11th
October 30th

M odesto Junior College
6:30-8:30 p.m .

To register call
575-6063

BACKYARD COM POST
BINS - $26.30 each
To order call the Solid

W aste Office at 577-5495.

FREE • FREE • FREE • FREE
Backyard Com posting Classes

Buy one regular priced flat of
flow ers and get one bag of
M o-G ro M agic FREE or

Buy 2 bags at regular price
and receive third bag FREE

M UST PRESENT CO UPO N
AT TIM E OF PURCHASE
LIM IT 2 FLATS/BAGS

PER CO UPO N
O FFER EXPIRES 4/15/2002

Available at these local
nurseries:

Scenic Nursery
1313 Scenic Drive

W esturf
1612 Claus Road

Businesses earn
state awards

Preparations are in the
works for the Great Am eri-
can Cleanup on Saturday,
April 27. This com m unity lit-
ter rem oval project is funded
by the Keep California Beau-
tiful cam paign. Individuals or
groups interested in partici-
pating in cleaning up litter in
M odesto m ay contact the
City of M odesto Operations
and M aintenance Depart-
m ent at 342-2279.

Patriotic flower
display slated
The M odesto G arden

Club, in partnership with the
Color M odesto Program , is
encouraging M odesto resi-
dents to plant red, white and
blue flowers for a patriotic
sum m er display.
The club also has created

a Liberty Garden Contest.
Entries m ust be received by
June 1, 2002 and will be
judged prior to the July 4th
weekend. For details, call
Dede at 537-7349

G reat Am erican
Cleanup in April


