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Upcom ng stom dram election allows
property owners to vote on ncrease

M odesto property owners
soon will have a chance t
wegh 1 on a Puryear mte
hcrease t fuind manten-
ance costs o the ciy’s stom
dmih system .

Election balbts will be
maied to propery owners
this month and must be
retimed no bter than April
29.

The ballbt asks voters
eiher to accept or rfct an
hcrease of 8 perent
effectve Jul 1, 2002 and up
o 3 5 perxent each year for
three years therafter.

Stom dmin m@tes have not
hcreased sihice 1994.

Votes w illbe alied onl for
those balbts that are
retumed by the April 29th
deadine. The measure wil
pass on¥y fa maprty of the
retumed ballbts dicate
approvalofthe mte herease.

The 8 perent ncrease
tanshtes nto an herease of
26 cents each month for the
first year, for a hom eowner
wih a bt size of 3,500 t©
7,000 squar feet.

The ihcrease ofup o 35
perent tanshtes no 11 ©
12 cents monthl each year
for the next three years,
dependihg on actualcosts of
mahtehnhg the sewer
system .

Ciy offichls say the

Significantpotholes were evident along Sycam ore
Avenue this pastw inter.

ncrease Is needed t
mahttih a stom dran
system that has difficuly
managhg mih water durng
heavy stom s, and wsuls h
poolng wateron ciy streets.

Poolng water on the
wadw ay offen weakens top-
lyer pavem ent, causing
pothoks and cracks 1 the
steet. Th: h um wsuls h
more road matenance
costs thatthe ciy m ust hcur.

The allm ailbalbts hclide
a bt size and mte scheduk
albw hg each hom eownerto
cakuhbte the proposed mte
ncrease for his or her
propeny.

The Ciy of M odesto wil
host two workshops 1 April

o provide nmfom ation and
answ er questbns regarig
the upcom ng stom drain
elkcton.

W orkshops are shted fiom
7 © 9 pm .on Thursday, Aprl
11 at the Kinhg-Kennedy
Center, 601 N .M arth Luther
Kihg Drive and on W ednes-
day,Aprll7 i the Basem ent
Chambers of Tenth Street
Phce, 1010 Tenth Steet.

Questbns about the ciy’s
stom dmnh system may be
directed to the ciy’s
Engheerng & Tmnsporaton
577-5462.

Questobns rehted to the
proposed rates may be
diected o the ciy’s Fhance
Deparment at 577-5395.
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G rants to
pay forpaxk
equlpm ent

The Ciy of M odesto re-
cently receied new grmant
funding In excess of
$91,500 fiom the Califomia
htegrated W aste M anage-
m ent Board for enhance-
m ents o the comm unty.

The firstgmantw fllprovie
for phyground surfachg,
m ade fiom recyckd Calior
nB waste ties, phced atthe
new O wilk W rghtPark.

Beard Book Patk w illlben-
efitfiom twogmntsw th new
phygmund equipm ent and
surfacihg,allm ade from r=-
cyckd materals. The re-
cyckd, cushbn-tke surfac-
ng was nstalled at
Crekwood Paxk wo years
ago. The proects ar shted
Prhterthis year.

G rant funds also
were awared to
the Ciy of
M odesto

o devebp
a quarerl bushess news-
ktter to prom ote waste -
ductbn, ecyclhgandama-
terak exchange program for
bcalbusihesses. The fist
publcaton & expected t© be
compkted M ay2002.




W ho is

responsibl for
Uxban Runoff?
ANSWER:UR

Before you pour
anything on the &
ground, I a gutterRk
ordown a stomm
dram, stop and
thmk about what
you are domng!

URBAN RUNOFF
otherw ise known as
stom dman poluton, i
caused by motor oil,
antifreeze, paihts, fer
tlzers, pesticdes, ttash,
and househoHd chem rak
that are poured or
washed down neghbor-
hood stom drams or
rockwells. Everything
thatgoes down a ockwell
orstom dmi fbws nto
the groundw ater system
ordiectly nto ourcreeks
and rvers.

Eventually, the minoff
reaches the San Joaqui
Dela and San Francico
Bay.

Unlke the water that
goes down the drains n
kirhens and bathmom s,
stom dehwatersNOT
clkansed at the ciy's
sew age treatm entfacity.

e

Dum pIng one quartofm otoroildown a storm drain can polluite
250,000 gallons ofwater.

On a rainy day have
you ever wondered
whathappens to...

e Motor oil on mads,
hghways, patkihg bts,
drvew ays,and 1 stom
dmans?

e O 4 antfieeze discard-
ed n stom gutters?

e Detergent from wash-
g cars?

e Trash and grine fiom
parkihg bts, sdewaks
and streets?

e Fertlizers and pest-
cies from Bbwns and
garens?

e Bare soilon hilkdes?

e Petwaste fiom hwns,
streets, and sdew aks?

Storm drains are not connected to household sewer
systems. Storm drain pollutants flow directly into
waterways and the ocean without treatment.

Pollition prevention tips to know

RECYCLE usedm otor
oil W hen changihg your
cars oil, preventspils by

plcing card-
i | board underthe
Sl oilpan.Use ab-
#=-3 sotbentm aterial
such as kity li-
ter to clean up spils.
N everpourusedm otoroil
down stom dmais,on the
ground, oron drivew ays.

The C iy ofM odesto of
fers severml1 FREE pro-
gram s to recyck used oil
hclidihhg Curbside Col-
cton, Cerdfied Colkec-
ton Centers,and the C iy-
CountyHazarousW aste
Facilty. Do notm ix used
m otoroilw ih antfieeze,
transm Esbn flud, gaso-
Ine, or other contam i-
nants. Formor details,
call the Used OilRecy-

chhg Hotlhe at577-5493.
RECYCLE car ant-
fireeze.Neverdmi ant-
freeze dirctly onto the
ground orstreet. k¥ poi
sonous to pets and w id-
Iife whith are attracted to
is sweetsm elland @aste.
Call5254123 fordetrais.
NSPECT andm ahtah
your carregubrly © pre-
vent kakage of oil, antd-
freeze, and othertoxt fii-
ds. Use a drp [EETIED
tray to catch [
kakswher you

kity literto ckan up ex-
Bthg spilks.

WASH cars on un-
paved surfaces or ata
commercial car wash.
Leftover soapy water
should be pourrd down a
househoH sik ortoiket.



M ore tips forpreventing pollition
and protecting our watemw ays

A RECYCLE unwanted chem icals such as
79l pat, pesticdes and toxt ckaners atthe C iy-

= CountyHazamlousW aste Facilty.W henever
' possbk, use non-oxit househoH products.
U se toxi products sparngly and folow diectbons care-
uly. Always store chem rak outofchibdrens reach.

i:'-u:

Never pour chem rals down stom dmis,
gutters orwatemways.Call5254123 forde-
ais.

RINSE panhtbmshes 1 the sk when us- -
g waterbased Btex pant.W heneverpos-
sbk, avod usihg oilbased pant. Recyck
unused pant, vamihes and solents atthe
C ty-County Hazarous W aste Facily.Call
525-4123 fordetais.
CONTROL emsbn atconstructon sies by preventing
ditand debrs fiom enterng gutters and stom =
dmis.Use hay baks as a sitfence o pre- rﬂ' i:

ventmnoff.W hen pourhg concrete, keep mn- "
off outof storm dmis and wateways as ™
cbgs ockwels, polutes groundw ater, and hunts pets
and w idlife .

USE non-toxic alematives to pesticides and organic
gardening technijues when possibk. P hnt native
Calfomb speceswhith need kEsswaterthan in ported
varetes. Use herbicdes, pesticdes and
ferdlzers sparngly . Folow hbelhstuctons
carrefully. Do not appl products frmh =
=] recast.Neverdum p chem talk n gutters,
stom dmins orwatemways.Neveruse m otoroilto kill
weeds, i can contam hate groundwater.

R ecyck unwanted toxic products atthe C 1y-

County Hazardous W aste Facilty.Call525-

4123 form ore detaiks.

SW EEP driveways, patbs, and sidewaks ratherthan
hosinhg them off nto gutters and stom drans.Puthwn
clppigs and kaves 11 a com postpik orin yourgren
w aste gartbage contaner.

WATER only your garden and lawn, not your
drivew ays and sidew aks.D rertgarden hoses and mi
spouts aw ay fiom paved surfaces o reduce the am ount
ofwatermnoffentering stom drans.Use a mh banel
to colectwaterforwaterng fowerbeds and bhwns.

PICK UP anin alwastes reguhrl and dispose ofn
the oietorbhck gatbage contaher, notdown the stom
dan.

M ark Your C alendars for
Earth Day 2002!

Saturday,April20

10am

.~6pm .

G raceada Park

Bike to W ork on May 16th

Pulloutyourbiyck and
get rrady for the annual
M odesto Bke toW ok Day,
shted or Thursday, M ay
16.

Her's how tworks: n-
stead ofdrivihg to work, ride
your bicycke. Allbicyck
comm uters w llbe treated
o a fire conthentalbreak-
fastatTenth Street Phce
fom 630am .©830am.
The first100 rders willre-
ceive a free tshit and
goody bag.

S kbike mutes w illbe kd
by officers fiom the C iy of
M odesto’s bke patrol AT
sk wutes w illend atTenth
Street Place for the
cekbmaton.

I you are comm uting
from another ciy, sinply
drive t© one ofthe escorted
wute ptk up spots, park,

unbad your bicyck and
rde nw ih a btyck polce
escort.

JunibrHigh teacherEhine
Gom an puts a little hum or
to herbicyclk comm ute by
wearing a “crazy” helm et

w ih homs.

To i an escored oute,
selkctthe one nearestyour
hom e, m eeta bke officer
atthe tin e on the scheduk
chart, and rde safe wih a
bicyck police officer to
downtown M odesto.

Police Escorted Routes

Route Tine

A 630am.
650 am.
740 am.

B 630am.
645 am.
740 am.

C 630am.
645 am.
740 am.

D 630 am.
645 am.
700 am.

E 630am.
650 am.
740 am .

F 630am.
650 am.
740 am.

P ickup

Red LobsterRestaurant
Food M axx

Roseburg Square

Bames & Nobk
Shemwood & Bowen
Doctors M edial Center

NE Polce Statbn
Coffee & Fbyd
Rihbnd M arket

S phexd School
Century Center
Gould M edial Foundaton

Rihbnd M arket
Capisrano School
La Lom a Jr.Hgh School

Hom e Depot
Crmssmwads Center
M odesto Jr. Colkegekast cam pus




David Paladini

Every tin e Idrive down
G "Steetw thm yparnts, I
bve o tin e the taffc sgnak
so thatwe cango allthe way
down the streetw thoutstop-
phg ata =d lght. Taways
say, YJustgo 27 m ies per
hour” Ewe do thatwe dont
htany r=d lIghts” Yet thi
doesn’t work on other
streets.

That's because some
streets are on tin ers and
som e are not. £k a taffic-
babnced siuaton.

The green Ight bsts bng
enough to ket enough cars
through to avod backihg up
the taffic. Thsm akes itfair
o drivers 1 both diectbns.

Som etin es pedestrans
push the button to tum the
Ightgreen so they canwak

r—-r——————™—/™ ™ -1

|Buy one regularpriced flatof]

I flow ers and getone bag of
Mo-Gro Magic FREE or

I Buy 2 bags atregularprice

| and receive third bag FREE

MUST PRESENT COUPON
ATTME OF PURCHASE
LM IT 2 FLATS BAGS
PER COUPON
OFFER EXPRES 4/15/2002

nurseries:

Scenic Nursery
1313 Scent Drive

W esturf

I
I
I
I
I
: Avaibbl atthese Iocal
I
I
I
| 1612 Chus Road

TuroucH THE EvyEs oF OUR STUDENT REPORTER

Sensng changes I traffic signals

across the street. M any
tin es Thave mn down the
street, mcihg my frends, ©
push the bution first. Tve al-
wayswondered I
the buttons realy
woxk.

M ke Fian,
M odesto’s ekctri-
cal supervisor,
sad thatther B
a sensorthattels
the controlbox a
pedestrdan is
waihg.

S im ilarly,
many htersec-
tons have one of
tw o types ofsensors orcars
—m otbn sensorcam ems on
top ofsom e ofthe traffic sg-
nak orundemgmund sensors
known as “bops.”

A “bop” & a sensor In -
bedded 1 the asphal. k&
programm ed to sense when
a car B apprwaching a =d
Ight and will tum the Ight
green fther Bno cross af
fic. ‘Loops” ar trggered by
the weghtofthe carcross-
g them .

M odesto’s T ffic Engi-

neer Fioz Vohm and his
team oftaffic spechlsts en-
gheerallthe lghts 1 the ciy.

They coordihate every-
thing relhted to
m oving txaffic
through M odes-
to’'s hitersectons,
hcliding taffic
signals, signs,
street m arkings,
and moundabouts.

Sixcamems fo-
cused on key n-
tersections
around the ciyal
bw taffic to be
moniored n a
wom on the fourth fbor of
CiyHall

The camerms are posi
tbned so you can‘t see the
drivers orthe Iicense phtes.
T ffic engheers can watch
the m oniors as they wtate
through different ntersec-
tons.

The ciy's taffic engheers
are workiig t Inpkment
new ieas and conthue t©
work forsafer,m ore hinova-
tve ways t move traffic
amund ourcom m unty.

FREE eFREE oFREE oFREE

Backyard Com posting C lasses

The C iy ofM odesto is offering free backyard
com posting classes to M odesto residents.

BACKYARD COMPOST
BINS -$26 30 each
To ordercallthe Sold

W aste O fiice at577-5495.

W ednesday C lasses
April24th
Septem berllth
O ctober30th

M odesto JuniorCollege
6:30-8:30pm .

To registercall
575-6063

Busihesses eam

state awards

Each year the State of
Calfomi, through isW aste
Reducton Awaxs P rogmam
W RAP), honors busi-
nesses that make great
strides towards waste re-
ductbn and recycg.

Localy, 2001 W RAP w -
ners hclide M em oralH os-
piak Assochaton,Safeway
hc., Save M art Supem ar-
kets, M ewyn’s and Tamget
Stores. Each bushess &
awared the honor to use
theW RAP whnerbgoonal
advertsng.
G reat Am erican

Clanup m April
Prepamtions arr 1 the
works Porthe GratAmen-
can Clranup on Saturay,
April27.Thi com m uniy h-
terrem ovalpwects finded
by the Keep Califomi Beau-
tfilcam pagn . hdviduakor
groups hterested 1 parttci
pathg 1 ckanihgup ltterin
M odesto m ay contact the
C ity ofM odesto O peratons
and M antenance Depart
mentat342-2279.

Patriotic flow er

display slated

The M odesto Garden
Clib, nparmershp w ih the
CobrM odesto Program , i
encourmgig M odesto resi
dents o phntred,whie and
blie fbwers fora patrbtc
summ erdsphy.

The clib ako has created
a Lberty Garden Contest.
Entresm ustbe receved by
June 1, 2002 and wilbe
Jidged prorto the July 4th
weekend. For details, call
Dede at537-7349



