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APRIL 2014
NOTICE: IMPORTANT CHANGES TO YOUR UTILITY BILL

Effective May 1, 2014:
All bills will be
delinquent and subject
to Final Disconnect
Notice if payment not
received by due date.

New Fee Schedule will be implemented beginning July 1, 2014:
Late Charge: $10 (or 1.5%, whichever greater)
Disconnect: $42.50
Reconnect: $42.50 (After Hours: $60) Illegal On: $42.50
Meter Removal: $67.50
Meter Reinstall: $67.50
Tamper Fee: $100(or time/materials, whichever greater) Line Cut: $375 (or time/materials, whichever greater)
Line Cut Reconnection: $375 (or time/materials, whichever greater)

Conserve Water and Beautify Your Yard!

Planting native California plants and drought tolerant plants is a great way to
reduce water use for your outside garden. Here are a few water wise plants for
the spring. Ask for them at your local nursery.

California Poppy

Coreopsis

Cosmos

Marigold

Pozo Blue Sage

(Eschscholzia californica)

(Coreopsis tinctoria)

(Cosmos species)

(Tagetes erecta)

(Salvia Pozo Blue)

WATER CONSERVATION TIPS

1. As a rule, water in 5-minute cycles.
2. Turn-off automatic sprinklers when it rains; most automatic sprinkler systems
have a rain delay mode or can be put in the “OFF” position without affecting the
programming.
3. Put a layer of mulch around trees and plants; this slows evaporation of moisture
and, as a bonus, discourages weed growth and soil erosion.
4. Check for leaking pipes and faucets; small leaks that are not repaired immediately can waste more than 50 gallons of water a day, or 2,500 gallons per year.
5. Check for toilet tank leaks; place a few drops of food coloring in your toilet tank,
if you see the food coloring seep into the bowl, you have a leak.
6. Install low-flow shower heads; they can save up to eight gallons of water each
minute the shower is used, or 4,800 gallons per person each year.
7. Turn off the water while brushing your teeth.
8. Wash only full loads in your washing machine.
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USED MOTOR OIL HOME COLLECTION:
If you are a do-it-yourself kind of person
and you change your car’s motor oil, you
can have the motor oil collected at your
home for free. Here’s how:
1. Call your garbage company to pick
up the oil at your home. Bertolotti
Disposal (209) 537-8000 or Gilton
Solid Waste (209) 527-3781
2. Store the used oil in a 1-gallon plastic
container with a screw-top lid
3. Place your oil out in front of your
garage or up near your home the
evening before your collection
appointment, (Do NOT place oil in the
street or sidewalk areas)
* Limit 4 gallons per week
Do NOT mix your oil with any other
substance such as antifreeze. Oil cannot
be recycled if it is mixed with other
substances. Contaminated oil must be
taken to the Stanislaus County Household
Hazardous Waste Facility at 1710 Morgan
Rd, Fridays and Saturdays 9am – 1pm.

For more information,
call the Recycle Used Oil
Hotline at (209) 577-5493.

Is your garbage or green waste container in need of a new lid, wheel, or
some other type of repair? Contact your garbage company to schedule
the repair; there is no charge for this service. The garbage companies are:
• Bertolotti Disposal (209) 537-8000
• Gilton Solid Waste (209) 527-3781
For more information or to find out which
garbage company services your area, call the
City of Modesto Solid Waste Management Office
at (209) 577-5493.

WIPES CLOG PIPES!
Many personal hygiene wipes, baby wipes, and
cleaning products are marketed as being “flushable.”
Despite the confusing and misleading labels,
you should never flush “flushable” or “disposable”
products. These products do not break down as
they move through the sewer system and may cause
blockages in your home sewer lines, resulting in
sewer backup in your home. They can also cause
blockages in the City’s sewer pipes and pumps,
causing sewer overflows, costly cleanup and repairs,
and extensive environmental damage.
Remember, the only things that should be flushed
are human waste and toilet paper. Do not flush items
such as disinfecting wipes, paper towels, baby wipes,
towelettes, or mop refills. These items
should be placed in the trash.
Please contact the City of Modesto
Environmental Compliance Section at
577-6200 with any questions.
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